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Yushchenko, 
Tymoshenko war 


of words 


rages on 


President fires prime minister and cabinet 


Compiled from RFE/RL reports 

Following President Yushchen- 
ko’s dismissal of Prime Minister 
Yulia Tymoshenko and her cabinet 
on Sept. 8, the war of words between 
the two former political partners 
continues unabated. 

In an interview with AP on Sept. 
13, Yushchenko accused Tymoshen- 
ko of abuse of office and said he 
fired her as a “matter of honor” be- 
cause she abandoned the ideals of 
last year’s Orange Revolution. 

Yushchenko accused Tymoshen- 
ko of trying to use her cabinet posi- 
tion to write off US$1.5 billion 
worth of state debts of the Unified 
Energy System of Ukraine, now a 
defunct company Tymoshenko 
headed from 1995-97. 

Yushchenko also alleged that in 
addition to trying to have Unified 
Energy System’s debts to the state 
written off, Tymoshenko also tried 
to cancel its debts to Russia. 

“The behavior that Yulia 
Volodymyrovna displayed in gov- 
ernment, and [within] the circle of 
her allies, was...contrary to state in- 
terests,” Yushchenko said. 

Nevertheless, Yushchenko said 
that he would welcome Tymoshenko 
back into government if she returned 
to what he called the principles of 
the Orange Revolution. 

Tymoshenko told AP that Yush- 
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chenko’s charges are a shock to her, 
adding that he is trying to revive the 
“old repression that [former Presi- 
dent Leonid] Kuchma used against 
me and my family.” (See also the 
Ukrainian language stories adjoin- 
ing this one.) 

Earlier that day, Tymoshenko said 
that she intends to win back her post 
after parliamentary elections next 
year and then run for president in 
the 2009 elections. 

Yushchenko on Sept. 8 dismissed 
the cabinet of Tymoshenko and ac- 
cepted the resignation of National 
Security and Defense Council 
(RNBO) Secretary Petro Poro- 
shenko, Ukrainian media reported. 

Yushchenko told a special news 
conference that the government has 
lost its “team spirit,” adding that 
many high-ranking government of- 
ficials have forgotten about Orange 
Reyolution ideals and begun adver- 
tising themselves to the public. 

Yushchenko also said he will ask 
Dnipropetrovsk Oblast Governor 
Yuriy Yekhanurov to form a new 
cabinet. Yekhanurov, as head of the 
State Property Fund under former 
President Leonid Kuchma, oversaw 
initial privatization in Ukraine in 

1994-1997. 

Yekhanuroy said on Sept. 8 that 
his first task is to ensure that “gov- 
ernment members continue their 
work, and there should be stability,” 
Interfax reported, citing his press 
secretary. 

Deputy Prime Minister Mykola 
Tomenko said at a news conference 
in Kyiv on Sept. 8 that he has ten- 
dered his resignation, citing corrup- 
tion in the government. “I have re- 
alized that some steal while others 
are dismissed. I don’t want to share 
responsibility with those people who 
have created a system of corrup- 
tion,” Tomenko said. 

"І don’t want to work in a gov- 
ernment in which it is possible to 
resolve any issue by addressing 
[just] two or three necessary 
people,” he added. Tomenko said 
Ukraine has currently two cabinets 
— an unofficial “oligarchic” one 
chaired by Poroshenko and a lawful 
one headed by Tymoshenko. 

“The president hardly knows what 
the real situation looks like in 
Ukraine,” Tomenko asserted. 

Tomenko’s resignation followed 
that of presidential staff chief 
Oleksandr Zinchenko, who on Sept. 
5 accused the president’s inner 
circle, including Poroshenko, of cor- 
ruption. 

RNBO Secretary Poroshenko is- 
sued a statement on Sept. 8 saying 
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Saskatoon CYMK (SUMK) members in front of the Avramenko display. 


54th USRL Convention held in Saskatoon 


By Al Kachkowski 

The 54" General Convention of the Ukrainian Self- 
Reliance League of Canada was held in Saskatoon’s 
Radisson Hotel Aug. 24 — 28. The Convention’s theme 
was “Focus, Creativity, Unity”. The Convention slo- 
gan “Saskatoon — Where it all began” plays on the 
fact that CYC (in its Ukrainian acronym); was founded 
in Saskatoon 78 years ago. 

Two hundred and thirty-seven delegates represented 
the National CYC executive (4) and the component or- 
ganizations of the League, the Ukrainian Women’s 
Association of Canada (UWAC) (74), the Ukrainian 
Self-Reliance Association (TYC) (47), CYMK-Ukrai- 
nian Orthodox Youth (93), the Ukrainian Museum of 


Canada (15), three student residences/cultural centers, 
St. Peter Mohyla, St. John’s and St. Vladimir’s (4). In 
addition, there were 31 non-voting guests registered, 
resulting in a total registration of 268. 

The Convention lobby area was attractively deco- 
rated and provided space for a number of displayers 
and vendors. Especially outstanding was the 
Avramenko exhibit that was displayed by the Ukrai- 
nian Canadian Foundation of Taras Shevchenko. 

On Wednesday, early arrivals toured one of 
Saskatoon’s prime tourist attractions, the Wanuskewin 
Heritage Site — a museum and interpretive center built 
at the top of a 6,000 year old buffalo jump. A live per- 
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Ющенко: Тимошенко зловживала 
посадою, списуючи 8 мільярдів боргів 


(Українська правда) "Президент України Віктор 
Ющенко звинувачує екс-прем'єра ЮліюТимошенко 
в зраді ідеалів Майдану та використанні посади 
прем'єра задля власних інтересів. 

Про це президент сказав в інтерв'ю міжнародному 
агентству новин Associated Press 13-го вересня, 
повідомляє Бі-Бі-Сі. 

Він сказав, що коли Тимошенко очолювала Єдині 
ВБнергетичні системи, вона накопичила 8 мільярдів 
гривень боргів і намагалась використати посаду 
прем'єр-міністра, щоб домогтися їх списання. 
Президент не надав інших деталей. 

"Багато речей, які робила прем'єр-міністр, відбу-- 
валися за лаштунками, і мали на меті вирішувати її 
проблеми" - сказав Віктор Ющенко. 

Ющенко повторив свої попередні твердження, що 
Тимошенко діяла в інтересах окремих бізнесових 
кіл, 1 HATAKHYB, що рішення, винесені урядом довкола 
реприватизації Нікопольського феросплавного 
комбінату, яким раніше володів зять екс-президента 
Кучми, Віктор Пінчук, "стали останньою краплею, 


Тимошенко соромно за 


(Українська правда) -Екс-прем'єр Юлія Тимо- 
шенко відкидає звинувачення президента Віктора 
Ющенка, що вона зрадила ідеали Майдану та вико- 
ристовувала посаду для списання боргів компанії 
ІЄЕФУЛ 

"Жодне з його слів не відповідає дійсності. Мені 
соромно за президента", - ідеться у коментарі Тимо- 
шенко, переданому "Українській правді". 

"Толовна причина обвинувачень полягає в тому, 
що президент України мусить якось пояснити сус- 
пільству мою абсолютно немотивовану відставку і 
відволікти увагу людей від обвинувачень його ото- 


яка примусила його відправити уряд у відставку". 

Він сказав, що повністю заспокоївся після цього 
рішення i не очікує жодних несподіванок у прива-- 
тизаційних справах. 

"Вже четвертий день я приходжу на роботу зі 
спокійним сумлінням", - сказав Ющенко АП. 

Водночас він сказав, що вітатиме повернення Ти-- 
мошенко до уряду, якщо вона повернеться до прин-- 
ципів помаранчевої революції, які вона забула. 

"Я думаю, якщо ми повернемося до цінностей, про 
які казали на Майдані, a не авантюризму, який був в 
уряді, я протяну мою руку кожному", - відповів 
Ющенко на обіцянку Тимошенко виграти парла-- 
ментські вибори і повернутися в крісло прем'єра. 

Ющенко визнав, що його популярність дещо впа-- 
ла, але причинами цьому він вважає свободу слова і 
преси, а також великі сподівання, які покладали 
українці на владу. 

"Te, чого чекали люди, ще далеко не виконано" - 
сказав президент. 


tO і його дубинк 
щенка 1 дубинку 
чення у корупції", - сказала Тимошенко. 

Між тим Associated Press Тимошенко сказала, що 
Ющенко "підхопив дубинку Кучми та хоче розіб- 
ратися зі мною у такий же спосіб, (як і колишній 
президент)". 

Як відомо, Ющенко в інтерв'ю Associated Press 
звинуватив Тимошенко в зраді ідеалів Майдану та 
використанні посади прем'єра задля власних інте- 
ресів. 

"Поведінка, яку Юлія Тимошенко продемон- 
струвалав уряді і коло її союзників були сформовані 
на базі її інтересів", - заявив президент. 
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Андрія Ющенка позбавили BMW M6 


Президент збирається оприлюднити декларацію 


(Українська правда)- -Держсекретар України 
Олег Рибачук обіцяє максимальну відкритість влади 
для критики, а також оприлюднення декларації 
президента Ющенка. 

Про це він заявив у 9-го вересня на своїй першій 
прес-конференції в Києві як держсекретаря. 

"Ми зробимо те, що обіцяли. Ви побачите його 
(Ющенка) декларацію про його доходи. Це право 
громадськості знати, і президент мені підтвердив, що 
це буде зроблене", підкреслив Рибачук. 

Він також повідомив, що обговорював із прези- 
дентом Ющенком тему його сина і дорогих пода-- 
рунків. 

"Якщо вас цікавить - це було першою новиною в 
рейтингу "Української правди" - що далі із сином 
президента, він - син бога, або не є він сином бога... 
Я говорив із президентом про це. Не є він сином Бо- 
га", сказав Рибачук. 

Він заявив, що "кожна сторона зробила висновки 
з цієї ситуації". За його словами, машини BMW M6 
вже немає в Києві. 

"Але в мене месідж для "данайцев, дарьт прино-- 
сящих" — я сприймаю це як дискредитацію прези - 
дента. Коли є такі люди, які вважають себе друзями 


президента, i AKI роблять такі подарунки, і потім про 
такі подарунки говорить весь народ України - це 
питання до оточення президента", сказав держ- 
секретар. 

"Нехай мене почують ті, хто намагається в такий 
спосіб практично ставити в дуже незручну ситуацію 
президента. Я, думаю, ви зрозуміли, про що я хочу 
сказати", додав він. 

Рибачук також запевнив журналістів, що влада 
буде максимально відкритою для критики. 

"Якщо влада дає привід для критики, то ніхто в 
цій владі, починаючи з президента, не є винятком 
для критики, починаючи з наших родин", заявив він. 
Рибачук також підкреслив, що ніхто в секретаріаті 
не буде цікавитися в преси "багато чи мало" вони 
показують президента. 

"Від мене 1 з цих стін такого робити не будуть — 
це принизливо для президента, і дає можливість для 
вас говорити, що мало що змінилося "Хочу підкрес-- 
лити — ми не будемо вам говорити, що, коли, і у яко- 
му форматі показувати діяльність президента і його 
команди", заявив він і додав, що "готовий до прямого 
контакту". 


ООН виганяє українців з Лівану і 
звинувачує їх у корупції 


(Українська правда) Організація Об'єднаних 
Націй вимагає виведення українського миротвор-- 
чого контингенту з Лівану. 

Про це повідомив 5 канал 6-го вересня. 

Крім того, ООН звинувачує українських військо - 
вих у численних фінансових зловживаннях, не роз- 
голошуючи, в яких саме. 

Речник Міністерства закордонних справ Василь 
Філіпчук підтверджує цю інформацію. За його 
словами, в Україні було проведено розслідування і 
навіть порушено кілька кримінальних справ. 

Водночас Філіпчук заявив, що Україна хоче дома - 
гатися того, щоб ООН переглянула свою ініціативу 
замінити український миротворчий контингент у 
Лівані контингентом іншої країни. 

"Ми зробимо все, щоб рішення про заміну нашого 
контингенту було переглянуте", - сказав він, пові- 
домляють Українські новини. 


Філіпчук пояснив, що пропозиція ООН вивести 
українських миротворців - це лише початок 
процедури, і вона повинна пройти узгодження на 
кількох рівнях. 

"З боку ООН була запропонована процедура 
заміни нашого батальйону на інших миротворців. 
Це тільки початок процедури", - сказав Філіпчук. 

З його слів, Україна також докладе усіх зусиль, 
щоб цей випадок у Лівані не зашкодив українській 
миротворчій місії загалом. 

"Ми зробимо максимально все, щоб це не торк- 
нулося нашої участі в миротворчих операціях в 
цілому", - сказав він. 

Філіпчук повідомив, що зараз рішення про направ - 
лення українських миротворців у зону Голанських 
висот перебуває на стадії розгляду, 1 результату його 
можна очікувати найближчим часом. 


КС схвалив продовження політреформи 


(Українська правда)- -Конституційний суд визнав 
конституційним законопроект про внесення змін у 
Конституцію N3207-1. 

Як передає кореспондент ЛІГАБізнесінформ, за 
таке рішення проголосували 10 суддів KC, проти - 4. 

Законопроект N3207-1 стосується змін у місце- 
вому самоврядуванні. 8 грудня 2004 він був прий- 
нятий у першому читанні в пакеті із законопроектом 
змін до Конституції 4180, що передбачав перет- 
ворення України у парламентсько-президентську 
республіку, і законом про вибори. 

Як йдеться у повідомленні KC, він дійшов вис- 
новку, що запропоновані в Законопроекті зміни до 


Конституції "не спрямовані на ліквідацію неза- 
лежності чи на порушення територіальної цілісності 
України, а отже, вимог частини першої статті 157 
Конституції України додержано". 

Відповідно до заключних і перехідних положень 
законопроекту 4180, політреформа набула б чин- 
ності з 1 вересня 2005 року у випадку, якщо до того 
часу були прийняті зміни в Конституцію, що стосу- 
ються реформування системи місцевого самовря- 
дування (законопроект 3207-1). 

У випадку, якщо до 1 січня 2006 року ці зміни не 
будуть прийняті, закон набуває чинності самостійно 
з 1 січня 2006 року. 


Відставити Тимошенко допомогла Москва? 


(Українська правда)- -Російський політолог 
Станіслав Бєлковський вважає, що у відставці 
прем'єра Юлії Тимошенко може бути російський 
слід. 

Про це він заявив в інтерв'ю "Львівській газеті", 
опублікованому 14го серпня. 

"Я не відкидаю, що кремлівські джерела, 
підгодовані владою політтехнологи, чиновники 
середньої руки почнуть масований витік інформації: 
Росія поставила на Єханурова. І відставку Кабінету 
Тимошенко було організовано не без допомоги 
Москви", - сказав він. 

Бєлковський також додав, що "з огляду на 

кадровий та інтелектуальний потенціал Кремля, 
така позиція, мабуть, оптимальна". 
Він також підкреслив, що в Росії розуміють, що 
Кабінет міністрів Юрія Єханурова нічого не змінює 
в російсько-українських міждержавних відносинах, 
бо ідеологію зовнішньої політики України й далі 
визначає президент Ющенко. 

Бєлковський також розповів, що "Кремль 
захоплений розвитком ситуації в Україні. В перші 
дні після відставки Юлії Тимошенко в прези- 
дентській адміністрації (Росії) панувала зловтіха". 


Проте, на його думку, для цього не було ні 
найменших приводів. "Адже в Києві відбулися 
звичайнісінькі політичні процеси - президент 
звільнив свій уряд". 

А відставні українські політики можуть виходити 
до телекамер і говорити, що вони думають, не 
погоджуючи кожний свій крок з якимись таємними 
кураторами. Російські політики можуть тільки 
позаздрити своїм колегам", - зазначив він. 

На думку Бєлковського "Тимошенко стане ліде- 
ром об'єднаної опозиції і за умов, коли на півдні та 
сході держави практично відсутні харизматичні лі-- 
дери загальнонаціонального масштабу, вона залу-- 
чить на свій бік електорат у цих регіонах України". 

Він також зазначив, що серед мінусів Тимошенко 
є те, що "вона дуже сильний тактик, але поганий 
стратег". 

"Тому можуть трапитися певні ексцеси, в тому 
числі сплановані зовнішніми силами, які порушать 
інерційний перебіг подій в Україні, про які я 
розповідаю. Майдан-І проти Ющенка нині 
нереальний, це утопія. І для екс-прем'єра найкраща 
стратегія - очікувати парламентських виборів", - 
зазначив Бєлковський. 
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Plans were in place for Kuchma’s arrest 


Lviv governor also says that internal revolt within interior 
forces prevented bloodshed during early stages of revolution 


By Marco Levytsky 

The arrest of former President Le- 
onid Kuchma was in the works if the 
situation turned violent during the 
early stages of the Orange Revolu- 
tion says the governor of Lviv 
Oblast. 

But the possibility of an internal 
revolt among Ukraine’s security 
forces prevented bloodshed from 
occurring, he added while speaking 
at a business forum in Edmonton, 
Sept. 1 

At the beginning of the mass gath- 
erings, which were’organized to pro- 
test the fixed vote in the Nov. 21 
presidential runoff, there was sus- 
picion of a secret agreement be- 
tween the United States and Russia, 
which put Ukraine into Russia’s 
sphere of influence. This had earlier 
been alluded to in a book by former 
U.S. Secretary of State Zbigniew 
Brzezinski, said Petro Oliynyk. 

And, when there was little world 
attention paid to the events during 
the first two, days, there was a sense 
that the worst fears were being con- 
firmed. 

“There was a moment when we 
saw that the world was still looking 
at us with closed eyes and we un- 
derstood that something had to be 
done,” he said, speaking in Ukrai- 
nian. 

"І was one of four people who 
were to arrest Kuchma and, I be- 
lieve, that if he had been arrested, 
truly a civil war would have started 
and a lot of blood would have been 
shed. But the intervention of the 
world prevented bloodshed and al- 
lowed a democratic transformation 
of Ukraine,” he added. 

When later asked by Ukrainian 
News to elaborate on that revelation, 
as well as reports that Russian troops 


dressed in Ukrainian uniforms had 
been airlifted into Kyiv to defend 
Kuchma, Oliynyk stated: 

"І can’t name all the names at 
present. These people are living and 
they have certain positions. History 
is good when it is being related af- 
ter 30 or 40 years. But, without nam- 
ing names, there are a few things I 
can say. 

“Among the Lviv and other 
‘Berkuts’ (Ed. Note the name of spe- 
cial security forces), which were as- 
signed to subdue the revolution, 
were people with whom we had con- 
tacts. They informed us about what 
was happening on the other side of 
the barricades. And there was a mo- 
ment when an order was given to the 
interior forces, to get over to Kyiv 
and join other troops in subduing the 
uprising. And within the interior 
forces, an uprising of their own be- 
gan. Some officers took their troops 
and their people and told (those who 
had received the orders) — “if you 
start shooting the people — we’ll 
start shooting you’. 

“Treceived a note from them, gave 
it to the leader of the squad in Kyiv 
and this prevented bloodshed dur- 
ing the first stage (of the revolution). 
During the second stage, the army 
supported us. 

“As for the Russians dressed up 
in Ukrainian uniforms, I will leave 
that by the side. Г am now in а posi- 
tion of authority and I approach 
Ukrainian-Russian relations very 
correctly. Someday, when I’m re- 
tired, we’ll talk about it.” 

Oliynyk was in Alberta between 
Aug, 29 and Sept. 2 at the invitation 
of the provincial government. He 
was invited to sign a memorandum 
of understanding between Alberta 
and Lviv Oblast on cooperation in 


ALBERTA GOVERNMENT PHOTO — JACK CLARK 
Radomir Bilash shows some of the artifacts on display at the Ukrainian 
Cultural Heritage Village to Lviv Oblast Governor Petro Oliynyk and 
Petro Radchuk, Head of the Department for International Relations and 


Investment for Lviv Oblast. 


several spheres, including educa- 
tion, agriculture, tourism, as well as 
investment and economic reform 
(see also Ukrainian News, August 
31 to September 13, 2005), and to 
participate in Alberta’s Centennial. 

Olinyk said a third objective of his 
visit was to thank the Ukrainian Ca- 
nadian community for providing 
monitors of the presidential elec- 
tions in Ukraine and the assistance 
they gave the democratic revolution. 
Oliynyk also spent several days in 
Toronto before and after the Alberta 
leg of his visit. 

Throughout his public appear- 
ances and during an interview with 
Ukrainian News on Aug. 31, he 
stressed several common themes. 

One was that to help Ukraine to- 
day, now that the country is both in- 
dependent and free, Diaspora Ukrai- 
nians should be good citizens of 
their countries, but should also 
lobby their governments on behalf 
of the mother country, as do such 
communities as the Jewish, Polish, 
Armenian ones in the United States 
and other Western nations. 

Another was that Ukraine is in 
need of technical expertise and not 
financial aid. Therefore the best as- 
sistance \countries like Canada can 
provide Ukraine is by providing its 
expertise in a number of technical 
areas. | | 

Oliynyk also stressed that the Or- 
ange Revolution in Ukraine was an 
event that “changed the geopoliti- 
cal map of Europe” because “a 
democratic-social revolution which 
said that everything can change in 
the post-Soviet expanse” took place 
in a large country. 

That makes Ukraine a new re- 
gional leader, he stated. 

After spending a day in Toronto, 
Oliynyk arrived in Calgary Aug. 29 
and was taken to Banff and 
Kananaskis the following day. That 
evening he was hosted by Alberta 
Premier Ralph Klein and signed the 
memorandum of understanding with 
Klein. 

Aug. 31 he flew to Fort Mc- 
Murray to view the oil sands 
projects, then back to Edmonton for 
the governor general’s commenda- 
tion ceremony for the Ukrainian 
Canadian Congress. 

Sept. 1 he participated in the un- 
veiling of a twinning monument on 
the Alberta Legislative grounds with 
International and Intergovernmental 
Affairs Minister Ed Stelmach, fol- 
lowed by the Official Centennial 
Celebration Re-enactment of the 
1905 inaugural event. Later that day 
he was hosted at a luncheon by 
Alberta Lt. Governor Norman 
Kwong and a reception hosted by 
Stelmach. The evening ended with 
the Centennial Celebrations Gala at 
the Jubilee Auditorium. 

The next day he visited the Ukrai- 
nian Cultural Heritage Village, met 
with officials from the University of 
Alberta, including the Canadian In- 


ALBERTA GOVERNMENT PHOTO — JACK CLARK 
Lviv Oblast Governor Petro Oliynyk (right) and former Alberta cabinet 
minister and current owner of the Chateau Louis Hotel, hold glasses of 
“Lvivske Pyvo”, imported from the governor's province and sold at the 
Chateau Louis Hotel. 


ticipated in the business forum. 
He left for Toronto that day and 
for Lviv on Sept. 4. 


stitute of Ukrainian studies, had 
lunch with members of the UCC’s 
Alberta Provincial Council then par- 
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докази, що в Україні 
зникають немовлята 


Мар'яна Драч, Радіо Свобода 

В Україні дійсно зникали новонароджені діти. У цьому переконана 
доповідачка Парламентської Асамблеї Ради Європи Рут-Г абі Вермо- 
Мангольд, яка раніше цього місяця в Україні перевіряла обвинувачення 
про те, що з пологових будинків викрадали немовлят. Слідство, яке 
проводили раніше, не знайшло таких доказів, але тепер українська 
влада обіцяє заново провести розслідування. 

Депутатка із Швейцарії Рут-Г абі Вермо-Мангольд каже, що має дані 
про 5 випадків зникнення дітей - 4 у Харкові і один випадок у Києві. 
Цих дітей не показали батькам після пологів - ні живих, ні мертвих. 
Одна із матерів розповіла закордонній представниці, що чула як 
кричала її дитина, але наступного дня лікар повідомив: немовля мертве. 
Інша жінка народила близнюків, як вона переконана живих, але одну 
дитину мати більше ніколи не бачила. Головні звинувачення торкалися 
Харкова і саме там побувала пані Вермо-Мангольд у понеділок. 

"Я переконана в тому, що діти зникали в Україні. Я була в лікарні 
206 у Харкові. Лікарі пояснили, що все було гаразд. Але на дуже 
важливе запитання, на якому цвинтарі поховані діти, вони не можуть 
відповісти. Чому батьки не могли побачити дітей після пологів?" 

Якщо діти не народилися мертвими, то куди вони могли зникнути? 
Представниця парламенту Ради Європи в інтерв'ю радіо "Свобода" 
говорить про такі можливості: 

"Нелегальне усиновлення, торгівля дітьми, наукові дослідження, 
медичні. Але я не думаю, що йшлося про торгівлю органами. Гадаю, 
що це неможливо з маленькими дітьми. Але також жахливо, що у вас 
у Харкові на цвинтарі лікарні проводили ексгумацію і знайшли тіло 
немовляти з вилученими органами, Що сталося - й далі неясно". 

"Минулого року Міністерство охорони здоров'я України заявило, що 
не виявило фактів, які б свідчили про торгівлю дитячими органами 
або крадіжку дітей у Харкові. Але тепер новий міністр обіцяє докласти 
усіх зусиль, щоб встановити правду. Провести повторне розслідування 
також погодилися представники Генеральної прокуратури України, а 
міністр сім'ї та молоді пообіцяв дослухатися до всіх рекомендації 
ПАРЄ. 

"Рут-Габі Вермо-Мангольд каже, що у жовтні підготує перший звіт 
за результатами візиту в Україну, а на початку наступного року 
докладніший документ про зникнення дітей в Україні, який винесуть 
на обговорення сесії в Страсбурзі. Деякими рекомендаціями вона вже 
зараз поділилася з радіо "Свобода." Доповідачка парламенту Ради 
Європи переконана, що Україна має подбати про захист прав батьків 
і змінити правила поводження з новонародженими у пологових будин-- 
ках. Пані Вермо-Мангольд також каже, що деякі матері, з якими вона 

зустрічалася в Україні, не довіряють українській системі юстиції. Тому 
вона закликає українську владу дати дозвіл на участь у проведенні 
експертиз закордонних фахівців. 


A 
i 


UKRAINIAN NATIONAL FEDERATION 
UKRAINIAN WOMEN'S ORGANIZATION 


Ukrainian тата Ensemble “Secirya” 


українсьний дричатиунай анолтіль 


ПОЕТИЧНИЙ ВЕЧІР 


з Хвала momy, 

хто kpacne f pigue слово 

леліє В серці мисто 1 chamkobo 
і наче ckapo, синат передає. 


рзлавіани 


beuip п присфяцений 
mbopuocmi видатного 
уувраїнсько-Канадського поета 
Яра Caabymuua. 


ВИСТУПАЮТЬ: 


а Dyin ра 


DNIPRO 


UKRAINIAN DNIPRO ENSEMAL? OF EDMONTON 


е ЧОЛОВІЧИЙ ХОР 
е ГАЛИНА ГРИПА ввндуму 


В НЕДІЛЮ 
25 ВЕРЕСНЯ 2005 РОКУ 
о 15:00 ГОДИНІ 


В ЗАЛІ УНО 


10629-98 ST. 
EDMONTON, AB 


A рем donations 
For information call 
Lessia: 425-6298 


Pasion украй Panag Ceaenba, 40% 


Ukrainian Мем/5/Українські вісті, September 14 - 27, 2005, 14 - 27 вересня, 2005 


"Доповідачка ПАРЄ має | МТУ Європа і 


"Океан Кльзи" 


спільно боротимуться з 
торгівлею українцями 


Тарас Марусик, Радіо Свобода 

9 вересня в столиці України розпочалася інформа- 
ційна кампанія з попередження торгівлі людьми, в 
якій узяли участь Фонд МТУ Європа, популярний 
український гурт "Океан Ельзи" та представництво 
Міжнародної організації з міграції в Україні. 

Фонд МТУ Європа створений два роки тому, а 
минулого року в сербському місті Нові Саді під час 
великого міжнародного музичного фестивалю була 
започаткована кампанія МТУ ЕХІТ "Зупинимо 
експлуатацію та торгівлю людьми". Говорить дирек- 
тор Фонду МТУ Європа Томас Ейр: 

"Коли нам зробили пропозицію разом 3 "Океаном 
Ельзи? попрацювати в Україні, ми, відверто кажучи, 
ні хвилини не вагалися. Ми чули вже і до того про 
"Океан Ельзи"? у нашому далекому Лондоні - i не 
лише чули про них, але й слухали їхню музику, i 
зрозуміло, що ми були у великому захваті від цієї 
нагоди". 

Лідер "Океану Ельзи" Святослав Вакарчук розпо- 
вів драматичну історію про тяжку долю однієї роди- 
ни, яка стала жертвою обману при запрошенні на 
роботу за кордон". 

"А насправді дві дівчинки з цієї сім'ї, фактично, 
були, прямим текстом скажу, продані в рабство. Я 
поки не почув цієї історії сам, до того така проблема, 
як торгівля людьми, мені здавалося, важливою, але 
я може не відчував її всім серцем, як відчуваю зараз. 

«Коли нам запропонували попрацювати зараз на 
роз'яснення суті цієї проблеми, ми відразу з хлоп- 
цями погодилися, тому що розуміємо, що тільки самі 
українці, в першу чергу, можуть допомогти собі у 


вирішенні цієї проблеми." 

Відповідаючи на запитання радіо "Свобода", що 
дасть у творчому плані гуртові "Океан Ельзи" спів- 
праця з Міжнародною організацією з міграції та 
Фондом МТУ Європа, Святослав Вакарчук сказав. 

"Ми не говоримо зараз про творчий доробок. В 
першу чергу, ми говоримо про соціальний аспект 
того, для чого ми тут зібралися. Ми говоримо про 
те, що насправді існує безліч проблем у світі, до яких 
кожен з нас має те чи інше відношення, але погана 
обізнаність цими проблеми доводить до того, що 
вони перемагають нас, поширюються все більше і 
більше, і ми стаємо беззахисні. 

"Завдання не тільки нас, а й всіх, скажімо, відомих 
людей - говорити вголос про ті проблеми, які нас 
оточують. 

"Одна з цих проблем - це є для України важлива і 
дуже болюча проблема - проблема торгівлі людьми. 
І ви знаєте прекрасно, що кожного року дуже багато 
наших співвітчизників їдуть закордон, і багато з них 
засліплені обіцянками фінансовими та й іншими. І 
не звертають уваги насправді на дуже дивні i 
небезпечні умови, які їм пропонують, а потім стають 
жертвами власної легковажності." 

Голова Міжнародної організації з міграції в Укра- 
їні Джефрі Лабовіц повідомив, що тур гурту "Океан 
Ельзи", який пройде 30-ма містами України, буде 
висвітлений і музичним телеканалом МТУ. A Свя- 
тослав Вакарчук додав, що їхній тур відбудеться у 
всіх найбільших містах України як Сходу, так і 
Заходу. 


Політичні біженці з України й за нової 
влади не можуть повернутися додому 


Трина Біла, Радіо Свобода 

Жодна революція не може вважатися такою, що 
перемогла, допоки всі люди, що її вистраждали, не 
повернуться з політичної еміграції додому, так вва- 
жає колишній політ біженець гендиректор видав- 
ничого центру "Такі справи" Олександр Данилов. 
Саме для того, щоб повернути українських грома- 
дян, які змушені були через політичні пересліду- 
вання полишити Україну, та відновити їхні права і 
був задуманий Правозахисний фонд підтримки й 
захисту політичних біженців. Ідею створення цього 
фонду схвалили інші політичні біженці: Мирослава 
Гонгадзе, Микола Мельниченко, Сергій Шолох та 
Олександр Єльяшкевич. Тому відразу ж по приїзду 
до Києва Олександр Данилов подав усі необхідні 
документи до Міністерства юстиції. Але раптом 
довідався, що йому відмовлено в реєстрації цього 
Фонду. Олександр Данилов: 

“SI отримав відмову в реєстрації. Причому відмова 
ця була мотивована не якимись нормами закону, а 
такою своєрідною словесною еквілібристикою. Що, 
мовляв, у моїх документах не було чітко визначено 
вид створюваного об'єднання. За цим усім я бачу 
не невиконання з мого боку якихось законних вимог, 
а чітко сплановану гру Міністерства юстиції." 

Втім, у Мінюсті спростовують будь-який полі- 
тичний підтекст відмови у реєстрації Фонду. 

Все ж Олександр Данилов переконаний, що влада 
боїться реєстрації такого фонду, оскільки усвідом- 
лює, що з дотриманням прав політичних біженців в 
Україні існують серйозні проблеми. І як приклад 
наводить власний досвід, коли він знову, як і три роки 
тому, повинен доводити в судах, що кримінальна 
справа розпочата проти нього три роки тому - суто 
політична. 

Зважаючи на те, що Олександр Данилов - перший 
і наразі єдиний політичний біженець, що повернувся 
в Україну, за його досвідом уважно спостерігають й 
інші. І, їхні висновки, за словами Данилова, не 
вельми втішні: 

“SI після відмови в реєстрації Фонду спілкувався і 
з Мельниченком, і з Шолохом... Вони дуже уважно 
слідкують за тими подіями, що розгортаються дов- 
кола мене. І з подивом спостерігають, як мене 
прийняла нова Україна, новий уряд. Під гарантії 


Президента i Генпрокурора я повернувся в країну, 
справа проти мене була закрита, і тільки через те, 
що ми відмовилися відкликати позов без якихось 
вимог до України з Міжнародного центру інвес- 
тиційних суперечок, стара кримінальна справа проти 
мене була знову реанімована. Знову я воюю з тією 
ж податковою міліцією, знову проти мене висувають 
звинувачення трирічної давнини, знову слідство 
перетворюється на фарс - за один місяць мене лише 
раз викликали на допит, поставили формальні 
запитання, на цьому слідство 1 закінчилося. 

Для решти 4 політичних біженців мій досвід дійсно 
став негативним, і наразі ніхто не поспішає повер- 
татися в Україну". 

Втім, на думку Олександра Данилова, нинішня 
влада не надто дбає і про решту політичних біженців: 

“$1 з сумом повинен констатувати той факт, що 
цими п'ятьма людьми не займається вище керів- 
ництво країни, Всі ми абсолютно не довіряємо ни- 
нішньому керівництву Генпрокуратури. Сергій 
Шолох досі не знає, відкрита чи закрита проти нього 
кримінальна справа, ніхто нічого не згадує про його 
повністю зруйнований бізнес - мається на увазі 
радіостанцію "Континент". 

Мельниченко сказав мені, мовляв, на твоєму дос- 
віді (видно, що) я можу повернутися, а через 5 хви- 
лин мені Піскун висуне звинувачення у зраді Бать- 
ківщини, То гарантії дають, то їх знову забирають. 

Замахом на Єльяшкевича ніхто не займається і 
займатися не збирається. 

Мирослава Гонгадзе чудово розуміє, що зараз 
відбувається із судом - що зараз можуть судити 
виконавців - "стрілочників". Ніхто не займається 
пошуком замовників і організаторів вбивства її 
чоловіка". 

Склалася парадоксальна ситуація, вважає Олек- 
сандр Данилов, коли політичні біженці, які мали б 
повернутися в Україну і стати лакмусовим папірцем 
демократичних змін у державі, сидять в США і не 
хочуть повертатися додому. Хоча забезпечити б 
дотримання прав щодо них - було б гарним сигналом 
для Заходу, як нова влада ставиться до політичних 
емігрантів, вважає гендиректор видавництва "Такі 
справи"? Олександр Данилов. 
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Yushchenko, Tymoshenko | “ushchenko signs unity 
war of words rages on 


Cont. from P. 1 

that he is stepping down so as not to obstruct an offi- 
cial investigation into Zinchenko’s charges against him 
and other presidential aides. 

ЗТ realize that my further remaining in the post of 
RNBO secretary may be seen as an opportunity to ex- 
ert pressure on the investigation,” Poroshenko said. 

“TTherefore] I made a decision and yesterday sub- 
mitted to the president a request to resign.” Poroshenko 
stressed that Zinchenko’s corruption allegations “have 
cynically and grossly affected” his honor and dignity. 

The Verkhovna Rada on Sept. 8 supported a motion 
to strip Poroshenko of his parliamentary mandate, cit- 
ing the law that prohibits officials from holding simul- 
taneously a post in the government and a parliamen- 
tary seat. РИ 

The same day, the Ukrainian Security Service chief 
Oleksandr Тигспупоу also tendered his resignation. 

“T think that the dismissal of the government under 
the current circumstances threatens Ukraine’s national 
security,’ Turchynov said in a statement 

Speaking on Inter television on Sept. 9, Tymoshenko 
said her dismissal by Yushchenko the previous day was 
“deeply unfair” and provoked by members of the 
president’s inner circle. 

In particular, Tymoshenko blamed Poroshenko for 
creating a “parallel government” and meddling in her 
cabinet’s work. She confirmed allegations voiced pub- 
licly during the previous week that Poroshenko and 
some other presidential aides have been involved in 
corruption. 

Tymoshenko said she will run in the 2006 parlia- 
mentary elections, but not in the pro- Yushchenko camp. 

“T can firmly say that Viktor Yushchenko and I will 
tun in the election by parallel paths,” she said. “It does 
not mean we are at war. But we have two different 
teams, two very different sets of people. Our teams are 
different, and I will not go to the elections together 
with the people who have so discredited Ukraine. I do 
not mean the president, I mean his entourage.” 

Tymoshenko added that she refused to follow 
Yushchenko’s “set of conditions,’ опе of which was to 
make peace with his team. 

“The first condition [was that I had] to extend my 
hand not to the president but to his team — Poroshenko, 
Martynenko, Tretyakov, Bezsmertnyy, that I should 
give them a hand,” Tymoshenko said. 

“By how could I extend my hand to them if their 
hands are constantly busy stealing something?” 

According to Tymoshenko, minutes before the an- 
nouncement of the cabinet’s dismissal by Yushchenko 
she was trying to convince the president not to make 
that step. 

“At that moment Poroshenko stormed into the 
president’s office,’ Tymoshenko said. “He was cov- 
ered, excuse me, in tears and snot, and he started yell- 
ing that he had just been stripped of his parliament seat 
and that the decision had been backed by the Yulia 


Tymoshenko Bloc.... So the president looked, stood up, 
turned his back to me and said that the conversation 
was over. He went on, having practically destroyed our 
unity, our future, and the future of our country.” 

Tymoshenko said that her bloc will not take part in 
the formation of a new cabinet of Yekhanurov. 

“Of course I will work in the new government, but 
after the parliamentary elections in a few months’ time,” 
Tymoshenko asserted. “We will take part in the elec- 
tions as a separate and very powerful political force, 
and I think the result we will obtain will be very good. 
Then we will decide who to form a coalition with in 
the new parliament, and on what principles.” 

Tymoshenko also said that she has to reconsider her 
position on the political reform that is to take effect on 
Jan. 1, 2006 and give more powers to the prime minis- 
ter and parliament at the expense of the president. 

“T have always said that this reform is not a good 
thing for Ukraine,” Tymoshenko said. 

“Back at that time I really hoped that the arrival of 
the new president, of the new team will be able to give 
the country a new impetus without changes to the con- 
stitution. Now I just see what is happening, and to be 
honest, all of this reminds me of the old days which it 
seems are returning now. So we just have to choose 
now between the bad — the constitutional reform — 
and the very bad, the things that are now happening 
under this administration. So we will think about it, 
and our party will define its position on this.” 

U.S. President George W. Bush, meanwhile, urged 
Yushchenko to continue efforts to take Ukraine down 
the path of democracy and reform. Bush and 
Yushchenko spoke by telephone Sept. 10. 

White House spokesman Trent Duffy said Bush urged 
Yushchenko to stick to the principles of the Orange 
Revolution, particularly Yushchenko’s promise to clean 
up what the U.S. spokesman\called the “excesses of 
the past” in Ukraine. 

Russian President Vladimir Putin, who recently ac- 
cused Ukraine’s government of corruption, said dur- 
ing a joint press conference in Berlin with German 
Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder that “I would not dra- 
matize the events taking place in Ukraine now,” ITAR- 
TASS reported. 

“Ukraine is going through a complicated stage of its 
development,” Putin said, adding that Russia will con- 
tinue to “contribute to stabilizing a country to which 
we are linked with many bonds.” 

Georgian President Mikheil Saakashvili, whose Rose 
Revolution preceded Yushchenko’s Orange Revolution, 
said on Sept. 8 that the Ukrainian president’s “main 
quality” is “knowing exactly at the decisive moment 
what must be done,” AP reported. 

Polish President Aleksander Kwasniewski said that 
Ukraine’s political crisis is a symptom of the country’s 
democratic transition, and that “Polish-Ukrainian rela- 
tions will not suffer as a result of these changes,’ AP 
reported. 


Rybachuk promises quick probe 


(Ukrainian Journal)— President Viktor Yushchenko 
will push hard for a quick investigation into allega- 
tions of corruption among some of his top aides, Oleh 
Rybachuk, Yushchenko’s newly appointed chief of staff, 
says. 

The allegations made a week earlier by Oleksandr 
Zinchenko, the previous chief of staff, had triggered 
Yushchenko’s worst political crisis leading to the dis- 
missal of the seven-month old government. 

“The president asked me to follow and I will follow 
this matter,” Rybachuk told reporters on Sept. 10, add- 
ing that he had scheduled a meeting with top law en- 
forcement agencies. 

Zinchenko, and later former Prime Minister Yulia 
Tymoshenko, alleged that Petro Poroshenko, the former 
secretary of the National Security and Defense Coun- 
cil, Oleksandr Tretiakoy, a top aide, and other officials, 
had been using powers for personal gain. 

Should the investigation prove the allegations, it 
would have a devastating effect on Yushchenko’s party, 
Our Ukraine, where Poroshenko has a prominent role 
and which has been preparing for the crucial general 
election in March 2006. It would suggest that the dis- 
missal of Tymoshenko had not been properly justified 
and would probably boost her party dramatically ahead 
of the vote, analysts said. 

Yushchenko indicated Thursday he had not believed 
the allegations were true, and explained the standoff 
between Poroshenko and Tymoshenko by personal ri- 
valry. Following the scandal, Yushchenko fired both 
on Sept. 8 and authorized Yuriy Yekhanuroy, his long- 


time ally, to form the new government. 

Meanwhile, Piskun, who analysts said had been in- 
creasingly associating with Tymoshenko, said Sept. 9 
a separate team had been created to investigate the al- 
legations. The team was created after Zinchenko had 
submitted two letters detailing the allegations, Piskun 
said. 

Yushchenko on Sept. 7 appointed Rybachuk, for- 
merly the deputy prime minister in charge of European 
integration and one of his closest allies, as secretary of 
state. The post, an equivalent to the position of the chief 
of staff at the U.S. White House, was vacant since Sept. 
3, when Yushchenko accepted the resignation of 
Oleksandr Zinchenko. 

The appointment of Rybachuk, perhaps the most 
trusted and closest ally of Yushchenko, shows the presi- 
dent has been seeking consolidation to repair the dam- 
age caused by the crisis. 

Speaking about his plans in the new capacity, 
Rybachuk said he planned to reorganize the presiden- 
tial office to make it more transparent and to set up 
analytical and information service. 

ЗТ will make sure that there are no such things as 
confidential presidential decrees, or decrees being de- 
layed for two months,” Rybachuk said in an interview 
with the BBC Ukrainian service Sept. 7. 

“What I heard is that nothing had changed in the 
presidential office since the time of [former President 
Leonid Kuchma chief of staff Viktor] Medvedchuk,” 
Rybachuk said. “There may be various reasons why, 
but this is the fact.” 
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pact with parliamentarians 


(RFE/RL)—President Viktor Yushchenko, acting Prime Minister Yuriy 
Yekhanuroy, parliamentary speaker Volodymyr Lytvyn, and leaders of 
various parliamentary groups on Sept. 13 signed a Declaration of Unity 
and Cooperation for the Future, Ukrainian and international media re- 
ported. 

The signatories agreed to pool their efforts “to secure the interests of 
the Ukrainian people, improve their welfare, consolidate society, and boost 
Ukraine’s authority in the world.” 

“This is the right step to show the nation that in this difficult time, be- 
fore a parliamentary election, the political elite has united and showed its 
attitude to democracy, property, and business issues,” Reuters quoted 
Yushchenko as saying at the signing ceremony. 

The parliamentary groups that joined the declaration reportedly com- 
prise 237 deputies out of 425. 

There are currently 25 vacancies in the 450-seat Ukrainian legislature. 

The Yulia Tymoshenko Bloc, the Social Democratic Party (united), the 
Communist Party, the United Ukraine group, and the Reform and Order 
Party did not sign the declaration. 


Former rivals of Tymoshenko 
look to her as possible ally 


Former foes of Yulia Tymoshenko are looking to the heroine of the Or- 
ange Revolution as an ally against Ukraine’s president now that he has 
sacked her as prime minister despite her helping to bring him to power, 
reports The Associated Press. 

“There are no eternal enemies and allies in politics — common inter- 
ests are the main issue,” Ihor Shurma, a leader of the opposition Social 
Democratic Party of Ukraine (United), told AP on Sept. 11. 

He said his party and Tymoshenko’s parliament faction could start ne- 
gotiating a possible coalition ahead of March parliamentary elections. 

In a talk show Sept. 9, Tymoshenko clutched two ribbons — one or- 
ange, which was Yushchenko’s campaign color, and blue, the color of his 
rival, losing presidential candidate Viktor Yanukovych. 

“T want us to combine the best we have in both our colors,” she said in 
a possible hint at her willingness to cooperate with former political oppo- 
nents. 

For his part, Yanukovych didn’t rule out cooperation with his former 
foe. “There is nothing impossible in politics,” he said. 

A Social Democratic Party Union lawmaker, Nestor Shufrich, called 
Tymoshenko “a new orange opposition” and said a union would be pos- 
sible if corruption allegations against Yushchenko’s government were 
proven. 

Tymoshenko allies said Ukraine’s weak opposition needs her more than 
she needs them in the political jockeying for next year’s elections. 

“We can have common issues to discuss, but we are different political 
forces with different ideologies,” said Valeriy Chechkov, who speaks on 
behalf of Tymoshenko’s parliamentary faction. 


Gongadze’s wife: Officials could solve murder 

(RFE/RL)—Miroslava Gongadze, the widow of slain independent Ukrai- 
nian journalist Heorhiy Gongadze, said Sept. 9 that the authorities in 
Ukraine lack the will to solve her husband’s murder. 

«І must say that the ordinary investigators of the Prosecutor-General’s 
Office — not all of them but many of them — have been trying to do their 
work conscientiously and they could have already solved this crime a long 
time ago,” she said. “Surely, there has [previously] been no political will 
[to solve the Gongadze case], and it looks like there is still no political 
will to find those who ordered this crime even now.” 
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Yushchenko 
asserts his authority 


Sept. 8, reacting to charges that his own inner circle was plagued by 
corruption and dismayed at the continuous internal bickering that beset 
his government since its inception in January-February, Viktor Yushchenko 
fired the officials accused as well as the entire government headed by 
Prime Minister Yulia Tymoshenko. 

In doing so he was merely asserting his authority as president and effec- 
tively sending a message to the country that he was in charge. 

Though both Yushchenko and Tymoshenko are committed to develop- 
ing a democratic Ukrainian state and fighting corruption, they are, never- 
theless far apart when it comes to economic policy. A populist who favours 
state intervention, as opposed to Yushchenko’s free-market philosophy. 
Tymoshenko often publicly clashed with Yushchenko over policy. This 
served to weaken investor confidence in the government and as a result, 
much needed foreign investment has not materialized. Under 
Tymoshenko’s tenure, economic growth has slowed down to 3.7 per cent 
over the first six months of 2005 from 14 per cent for the same period in 
2004. A threatened tripling of gas prices by Russia’s Gazprom could see 
Ukrainians freeze in the dark during the upcoming winter. Had the Or- 
ange Revolutionaries remained as a united force, this would only have 
served to bolster the forces of reaction as exemplified by Viktor 
Yanukovych’s Party of Regions. 

The Yushchenko-Tymoshenko split ahead of the March 2006 parlia- 
mentary election may actually be a very positive development by provid- 
ing two competing ideologies which are both committed to democracy 
and a free Ukraine. With Tymoshenko in opposition, much of the protest 
vote that would have gone to Yanukovych, may go to her. At the same 
time, fearing Tymoshenko more than Yushchenko, a lot of the pro-Rus- 
sian vote may gravitate into his camp from the Yanukovych one. Should 
the caretaker government of Yuriy Yekhanurov succeed in stabilizing the 
economy, Yushchenko will gain votes at Tymoshenko’s expense. Should 
he fail, Tymoshenko wins. The same applies to the investigation of cor- 
ruption charges against former National Security Chief Petro Poroshenko. 

Should he be found guilty, this will help Tymoshenko. Should the charges 
prove unfounded, Yushchenko gains. At any rate, the whole question of 
Poroshenko’s alleged corruption will get out of the back doors of politics 
and into the legal system where it belongs. 

The attempt to create a political bloc of Yushchenko, Tymoshenko and 
Parliamentary Speaker Volodymyr Lytvyn was doomed to failure from 
the beginning. While both Yushchenko and Tymoshenko have enough 
popular support to pass whatever electoral barrier is going to be imposed 
— be it three, five, or even seven per cent, Lytvyn’s chances are marginal. 

His strength lies only in the current parliament, many of whose members 
were local clan leaders elected under dubious circumstances, whose sole 
purpose in parliament was to trade off their votes for whatever influence 
they could gain. Under the new rules, only the proportionate party lists 
will apply and therefore the voters will have a chance to choose between 
different visions and programs for the country. The Socialists, represent- 
ing a pro-Ukrainian democratic left, are also likely to pass the barrier, 
gaining votes from the increasingly irrelevant Communists. While 

Yanukovych too will pass the barrier, he may lose in a battle between the 

titans, because he has no coherent program beyond the defence of corrupt 

oligarchs and subservience to Russia. 

Most important, the election results will clarify the relative positions of 
the Yushchenko and Tymoshenko blocs. Unless the current war of words 
gets to the point of no return, there is no reason why they cannot form 
another coalition after the elections. That’s how most coalition govern- 
ments in democratic countries are created. Only this time, the relative 
influence of each group within the post-election government will be de- 
termined by the support they received from the people and not by who 
owes what to whom. And that’s the way it should be. 
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Yushchenko finally acts to 
clean up his government 


By Taras Kuzio 

(Jamestown Foundation)—Sept. 8, Ukrainian Presi- 
dent Viktor Yushchenko fired his government and re- 
moved top officials accused of corruption. Oleksandr 
Zinchenko, the former head of the presidential secre- 
tariat, had leveled the startling corruption charges four 
days earlier after resigning on Sept. 2. 

The crisis that engulfed Yushchenko’s team after 
Zinchenko’s accusations was no ordinary political cri- 
sis. Indeed, Socialist Party leader Oleksandr Moroz de- 
scribed it as a “crisis of the system”. 

Suddenly Ukraine’s Orange Revolution received its 
first negative headlines from the international media. 
The Daily Telegraph’s Sept. 7 headline was typical: 
“Ukraine’s Orange Revolution loses its luster.” 

Worse still, Ukraine’s leaders failed to quietly fore- 
warn the United States, the European Union, and Rus- 
sia of Yushchenko’s imminent housecleaning. Not sur- 
prisingly, many observers remained concerned about 
possible “destabilization” while scrambling to find out 
more than what they had read on the morning wires. 

Russia’s President Vladimir Putin appeared over- 
joyed at the crisis. He repeated Zinchenko’s accusa- 
tions of corruption, gloating, “We said this before and 
no one wanted to listen to us.” 

Ultimately, the main fallout was in the domestic 
arena, as the crisis called into question Yushchenko’s 
personal leadership style. Few wanted to say publicly 
what everybody was saying privately; namely, does 
Yushchenko have the political will to enforce his presi- 
dential decisions? 

Since his inauguration in January, Yushchenko has 
often preferred traveling on the international stage than 
actually running the country. Although constitutional 
reforms transferring some power from the executive to 
parliament and government are not set to take place 
until January 2006, Yushchenko was already acting as 
a symbolic president. 

In the last eight months, Yushchenko has only inter- 
vened when the domestic situation reached a crisis 
point. He failed to halt the notorious public squabbling 
between Prime Minister Yulia Tymoshenko and Na- 
tional Security and Defense Council Secretary Petro 
Poroshenko. He finally intervened in May, warning 
Tymoshenko about her statist economic policies, and 
in June-July, when it looked as though parliament might 
not adopt the legislation necessary for joining the WTO. 
In September Yushchenko warned Tymoshenko about 
supporting one oligarch group (Pryvat) over another 
(Interpipe) in a re-privatization dispute. 

When Zinchenko aired the coalition’s dirty laundry 
ahead of Yushchenko’s scheduled visit to the United 
States, the president had to respond. A failure to act 
decisively might have spelled the end of the 
Yushchenko presidency. The opposition would capi- 
talize on public anxieties and the image of a lame duck 
president ahead of the March 2006 elections. 

Social Democratic Party-United parliamentary faction 
leader Leonid Kravchuk warned Yushchenko that he 
could face early elections if the political crisis contin- 
ued. The former president obviously spoke from expe- 
rience, having been forced to call early elections in 1994. 

A growing number of Ukrainians had already begun 
to question whether Yushchenko was all that different 


from his predecessor, Leonid Kuchma. A Razmukoy 
Center poll found that the number of Ukrainians who 
believed that Yushchenko was better than Kuchma had 
declined from 52% in April to 37% in August. 

Worse still, in August the number of Ukrainians who 
believed that Ukraine was moving in the “wrong direc- 
tion” (43%) for the first time was higher than those who 
thought Ukraine was moving in the right direction (32%). 
In February 51% of Ukrainians believed Ukraine was 
moving in the “right direction’ compared to only 24% 
who disagreed. Trust in Yushchenko and Tymoshenko 
had declined during the same period by 16-17%. 

Parliamentary speaker Volodymyr Lytvyn said that, 
although the new leaders claimed to be doing every- 
thing in a different way, “it increasingly resembled how 
it was done under Kuchma”. He certainly would know, 
as he was head of the presidential administration from 
1996-2002. 

Yushchenko was also damaged by accusations re- 
cently made by Lesia Gongadze, mother of murdered 
opposition journalist Heorhiy Gongadze. Although 
killed in fall 2000, he has yet to be buried. Lesia 
Gongadze lost a court case in which she had complained 
about the inactivity of the prosecutor’s office regard- 
ing her son’s case. Afterwards, she said, “So what, 
Yushchenko or Kuchma - nothing has changed. I will 
not go to Yushchenko and give him my hand, as we 
have nothing in common”. 

There have long been whispers that the official in- 
vestigation into who ordered the Gongadze murder has 
been blocked at high levels. First Deputy Prime Minis- 
ter Mykola Tomenko said that the same people 
Zinchenko had accused of corruption were the same 
people who were blocking the Gongadze investigation. 
Tomenko also claimed that Lytvyn had blocked parlia- 
mentary discussion of the report by the parliamentary 
investigation commission. 

By acting decisively to remove officials accused of 
corruption, Yushchenko has shown that his presidency 
differs from that of Kuchma, who condoned corrup- 
tion in exchange for political loyalty. 

Zinchenko has already taken evidence to the 
prosecutor’s office related to Poroshenko’s allegedly 
corrupt activities. Accusations against him may be per- 
sonally difficult for Yushchenko, as Poroshenko is the 
godfather of one of Yushchenko’s five children. 

Yushchenko’s decisive actions have resolved the cri- 
sis for now. But there remains much to be done and his 
allies are deserting him. Yushchenko’s Our Ukraine 
parliamentary faction has progressively disintegrated 
throughout the week. People’s Union-Our Ukraine now 
has only 45 deputies, down from 100 at the beginning 
of 2005. Yushchenko’s faction now has only one more 
deputy than Lytvyn’s People’s Party (44) and only four 
more than Tymoshenko’s (41). 

After Zinchenko’s accusations, the Our Ukraine fac- 
tion splintered into a People’s Union-Our Ukraine bloc 
(45), using the name of Yushchenko’s stalled new party 
of power, and Rukh factions (14). Two further factions 
soon appeared — Reforms and Order (15) and For- 
ward Ukraine (19). The Ukrainian People’s Party (22) 
withdrew from Our Ukraine earlier. 

Given the apparent crisis, perhaps Yushchenko should 
not be traveling abroad at this time. 


Yekhanurov promises stability 


By Oleg Varfolomeyev 

(Jamestown Foundation)—Revolutionary passions in 
Kyiv should give way to pragmatism after the departure 
of Ukrainian Prime Minister Yulia Tymoshenko, who was 
fired on Sept. 8. President Viktor Yushchenko has made 
it clear that he will ask parliament to approve caretaker 
prime minister Yuriy Yekhanurov as his choice for per- 
manent prime minister. Yekhanuroy 15 an experienced 
market reformer; at the same time, he is a cautious politi- 
cian without far-fetched ambitions. Yekhanurovy also does 
not depend for support on any major business group. This 
is probably the kind of man Yushchenko needs to calm 
the passions sparked by recent accusations of corruption 
against his team and the subsequent dismissal of 
Tymoshenko. 

Yushchenko instructed Dnipropetrovsk region gover- 
nor Yekhanuroy to form a new cabinet immediately after 
firing Tymoshenko. This choice was not surprising, as 
Yekhanuroy, a long-time ally of Yushchenko, had been 
one of the candidates for prime minister after the 2004 
Orange Revolution, but was outplayed by the more am- 
bitious and popular Petro Poroshenko — who eventually 
became secretary of the National Security and Defense 
Council — and Tymoshenko. In April 2005 Yushchenko 
appointed Yekhanurov Дпіргореїгоузк governor in place 
of Serhy Казуапоу, who fell amid accusations of corrup- 


tion. Yekhanurov has had to represent the government in 
a region that had turned into a battlefield for control over 
local industry between former President Leonid Kuchma’s 
son-in-law, Viktor Pinchuk, and the Tymoshenko-backed 
Privat group. 

In his first interview as caretaker prime minister, 
Yekhanurovy told Ukrayinska pravda on Sept. 8, that gov- 
ernment stability would be his top priority. Speaking on 
Sept. 9, when State Secretary Oleh Rybachuk and Yush- 
chenko’s representative in parliament Serhy Sobolev said 
Yushchenko had made up his mind to nominate 
Yekhanurov as permanent prime minister, Yekhanurov 
pledged to continue reforming the economy while avoid- 
ing shocks. “Earlier we used quite rough tools, but now 
they should be more delicate. There will be no manual 
regulation of the economy,” he told Interfax-Ukraine, 
apparently referring to Tymoshenko’s infamous failed 
attempts to freeze oil, meat, and sugar prices. Yekhanuroy 
promised to stop the re-privatization campaign launched 
under Tymoshenko, which has turned many Western in- 
vestors away from Ukraine after the Orange Revolution. 
“Sensitive privatization issues should be settled in nego- 
tiations with the possibility of out-of-court settlement,” 
he said. In an attempt to woo domestic tycoons, who have 
suffered from re-privatization most, Yekhanuroy prom- 
ised “professional talks” with them “to make sure that 
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Government dismissal offers 
more questions than answers 


By Jan Maksymiuk 

(RFE/RL)—President Viktor Yushchenko 
on Sept. 8 dismissed the cabinet of Prime Min- 
ister Yuliya Tymoshenko and accepted the 
previous day’s resignation of National Secu- 
rity and Defense Council Secretary Petro 
Poroshenko. A few days earlier, Yushchenko 
accepted the resignation of his chief of staff, 
Oleksandr Zinchenko. Thus, three of 
Yushchenko’s closest allies and brothers-in- 
arms from the November-December 2004 
Orange Revolution in Ukraine have found 
themselves outside the government and are 
not likely to return to it before the March 2006 
parliamentary elections. The Orange Revo- 
lution, in accordance with a well-known say- 
ing, has started to devour its children. 

The dismissal of the-Uxrainian government 
took place amidst allegations of corruption in 
the president’s inner circle, which were pub- 
licly voiced by Zinchenko and Tymoshenko’s 
closest aide, Mykhaylo Brodskyy. Both 

Zinchenko and Brodskyy pointed to 
Poroshenko as the main backstage operator 
in Ukrainian politics, who allegedly ob- 
structed the government's activities and pur- 
sued private interests in his official position. 
Yushchenko, in explaining his decision to sack 
Tymoshenko’s cabinet and Poroshenko, said 
his colleagues in the government have “lost 
the team spirit” and “concentrated on PR ac- 
tivities” instead of working toward imple- 
menting Orange Revolution ideals. 

According to most Ukrainian commenta- 
tors, Yushchenko’s radical move on Sept. 8 
has temporarily strengthened his position as 
the top arbiter in the Ukrainian political arena 
and the guarantor of the country’s stability. 
Both the government and the president have 
been steadily losing popularity in recent 
months among the public, while the Orange 
Revolution pledge to return dishonestly priva- 
tized properties to the people has been per- 
ceived by an increasing number of people in 
Uksaine as just aslogamcovering the redistri- 
bution of those properties among oligarchic 
clans. In the short run, Yushchenko appears 
to have gained a lot in the eyes of those Ukrai- 
nians who still believe that the Orange Revo- 
lution was about more democracy and less 
corruption in their country than about bestow- 
ing government posts and benefits upon revo- 
lution heroes. 

However, any further progress in pushing 
the Orange Revolution program seems to be 
an uphill task for Yushchenko. Without doubt, 
Yushchenko has made a very prudent move 
by appointing Yuriy Yekhanurovy as caretaker 
prime minister. Yekhanurov, who has exten- 
sive experience in many government posts, 
is widely seen as a technocrat and is there- 
fore expected to form a government of ex- 


perts and economists rather than revolution- 
ary combatants. And Yekhanuroy stands a 
very good chance of being approved by the 
Verkhovna Rada. But it is very unlikely that 
he will be allowed by parliament to pursue 
any radical reforms prior to the March 2006 
parliamentary elections. 

As testified by a number of abortive votes 
in the Verkhovna Rada in July on government- 
proposed bills to facilitate Ukraine’s joining 
the World Trade Organization, Yushchenko 
cannot count on a reliable parliamentary ma- 
jority to support his reformist agenda. Now, 
after Tymoshenko’s dismissal, the chances of 
forging a lasting parliamentary alliance for the 
government are even slimmer. The best that 
can be expected from the new cabinet is to 
maintain macroeconomic stability in the coun- 
try in the run-up to and during the 2006 par- 
liamentary election campaign, and to secure 
supplies of Russian gas for 2006 at a toler- 
able price 

While Tymoshenko was prime minister, it 
was understood that Yushchenko’s Our Ukraine 
People’s Union and the Yuliya Tymoshenko 
Bloc would form a parliamentary election coa- 
lition, preferably together with the People’s 
Party headed by parliamentary speaker 
Volodymyr Lytvyn, to counter the forces that 
in the Orange Revolution supported 
Yushchenko’s presidential rival, former Prime 
Minister Viktor Yanukovych. Now the prob- 
ability of such a coalition seems to be virtually 
nil. On the contrary, many expect a bitter elec- 
tion confrontation between pro- Yushchenko 
and pro-Tymoshenko forces. Such a develop- 
ment might lead to a serious political disorien- 
tation among adherents of the former 
Yushchenko-Tymoshenko revolutionary duet 
and add to their further disillusionment. 

Yushchenko’s political position may also 
be considerably undermined by the political 
reform that is going to take effect on Jan. 1. 
The reform, which was adopted as a compro- 
mise to overcome the presidential-election 
standoff in 2004, will shift the center of po- 
litical power in Ukraine from the president to 
the cabinet and parliament. Some in Ukraine 
speculated that Yushchenko might somehow 
cancel this reform to prevent a curtailment of 
his prerogatives. Now that Tymoshenko has 
become Yushchenko’s political rival and is 
supposed to fight for the post of prime minis- 
ter against the pro- Yushchenko forces in the 
upcoming parliamentary elections, she will 
hardly be interested in canceling the political 
reform to preserve Yushchenko’s political 
clout. Which is another argument to support 
the assumption that the stakes in the 2006 par- 
liamentary elections in Ukraine will be very 
high and that the elections themselves will be 
a political fight with no rules. 


Yekhanurov promises stability 


they live not on the islands, but in Ukraine.” 
Yekhanuroy must know what to tell them, as it 
was he who shaped privatization rules in the 
mid-1990s, when he was getting the State Prop- 
erty Fund off the ground as its first chairman. 

In foreign matters, Yekhanurov may be more 
pro-Russia than his predecessor. He was not shy 
to voice support for the plans for a Single Eco- 
nomic Space (SES) with Russia, Belarus, and 
Kazakhstan at the height of the Orange Revo- 
lution, when this concept was not popular. Now 
he has promised, “The SES issue and ties with 
Russia will be greatly improved.” 

Yekhanuroy said that Yushchenko tasked him 
with improving relations with Moscow. “What 
sort of relations with Russia’s cabinet can a 
Russian-born have? I hail from Siberia, and I 
believe they will view me as a fellow country- 
man,” Yekhanurov said on Sept. 9. He was born 
in Russia’s northern Yakutiya republic, but 
moved to Ukraine as teenager. 

Talks on the composition of the new cabinet 
have been underway in parliament since Sept. 
9, when Yushchenko invited all parliamentary 
parties — except the Communists and the 
United Social Democrats of former presiden- 
tial administration chief Viktor Medvedchuk — 
to propose ministerial candidates. Voting on 
Yekhanurov’s approval as prime minister is 


expected during the week starting Sept. 18. He 
should pass the test, as only the Communists, 
Medvedchuk’s Party, the Tymoshenko Bloc, and 
probably the Regions faction of former prime 
minister Viktor Yanukovych are expected to 
oppose Yushchenko’s choice. Together, they 
number far fewer deputies than those who 
should back Yekhanurov. These are not only the 
four or five definitely pro- Yushchenko parties. 
Speaker Volodymyr Lytvyn has already offered 
support to Yekhanurov (he controls the People’s 
Party and Democratic Ukraine). The Socialists, 
whose three ministers, including Interior Min- 
ister Yuriy Lutsenko, hope to preserve their po- 
sitions in the new cabinet, are also in this camp. 

Yekhanuroy has said that his cabinet would 
be formed within one month, and that it will be 
built on the model of the 2000-2001 cabinet in 
which Yushchenko was prime minister and 
Yekhanuroy served as his first deputy. This must 
mean that the posts of deputy prime ministers 
for European integration and administrative re- 
form will be scrapped. This should not, how- 
ever, mean a departure from the European inte- 
gration course, as it will be the main field of 
activity for the Foreign Ministry. Meanwhile, 
Yekhanuroy will likely seek to personally mend 
bridges with Russia ahead of the winter sea- 
son, in which Ukraine always badly needs cheap 
Russian natural gas. 


Activists, experts dispute UN 
report on Chornobyl] 


(RFE/RL)—Environmental activists and 
researchers in some of the countries most af- 
fected by the Chornoby] disaster have rejected 
anew United Nations report that says the con- 
sequences of the 1986 explosion in the Ukrai- 
nian nuclear plant were not as dire as pre- 
dicted. The report prepared by a group of 100 
scientists concludes that some 4,000 people 
are likely to die as a result of the disaster. But 
activists and experts dismiss those figures as 
grossly underestimated. 

Nataliya Preobrazhenska heads the Save 
The Ukrainian Children from the Chornobyl 
Catastrophe foundation and is a consultant to 
the Committee on Radiation Security of the 
parliament of Ukraine. 

She told RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service that 
the 1986 explosion at the Chornobyl nuclear 
power plant continues to cause serious health 
and environmental problems for people liv- 
ing in the affected areas. “We must all know 
that we are not living after [the Chornobyl 
catastrophe], but [still] during the Chornobyl 
catastrophe,” she said. 

Preobrazhenska was reacting to the new 
report released by the Chernobyl Forum, a 
group involving experts from eight UN agen- 
cies, including the International Atomic En- 
ergy Agency (IAEA). The report found that 
besides thousands of workers who were ex- 
posed to high doses of radiation in the early 
days of the accident and thousands stricken 
with thyroid cancer, the impact on the rest of 
the population was not as severe as feared. 

The report concludes that the death toll 
caused by radiation could reach a total of 
4,000, which is much lower than previous 
estimates. Such a conclusion could affect na- 
tional and international programs dedicated 
to helping people in the most affected areas 
of the disaster in Belarus, Ukraine, and Rus- 
sia. 

Preobrazhenska believes that the report 
does not tell the whole story. “It’s horrible, 
the IAEA ‘statement is criminal!” she said. “T 
think it’s time for The Hague court to look at 
our figures and at what the [ABA says.” 

Preobrazhenska said that the cancer rate in 
the region remains high as a result of radia- 
tion exposure caused by the accident. She said 
that only in 2003, more than 150,000 new 
cases of cancer were registered in Ukraine. 

Yury Bandazhevski, a prominent Belarusian 
researcher on the effects of radiation expo- 
sure, also does not agree with some of the find- 
ings of the UN report. Bandazhevski was con- 
ditionally released from prison in early Au- 
gust after having served four years of what 
had originally been an eight-year sentence. 
He was convicted of taking bribes in exchange 


for admitting students while serving as rector 
of a medical institute in Homel. Bandazhevski 
denies the charges, saying the Belarusian au- 
thorities were taking revenge on him for high- 
lighting the disastrous effects of the 
Chornobyl] accident. 

Tn an interview with RFE/RL’s Belarusian 
Service. Bandazhevski questioned the meth- 
ods used by the UN scientists and research- 
ers who prepared the report: “Has any of those 
scientists spent an extended period of time in 
the Homel region studying the condition of 
children? Only after that can one say whether 
or not the small radiation factor has any im- 
pact on people’s condition. Or did they just 
make two- or three-day trips, wave their hands 
and leave? This is why they made such con- 
clusions.” 

Ivan Nikitchanka, a member of the 
Belarusian Academy of Sciences and long- 
time researcher into Chornobyl]-related issues, 
also criticized the report. He told RFE/RL’s 
Belarusian Service that UN agencies and the 
Belarusian government are ignoring the im- 
pact of the nuclear disaster. 

“People are continuing to die as they did 
before; they are getting sick as they did Бе- 
fore. There is no movement — and no IAEA, 
no World Health Organization will help 
us...doesn’t even have the intention of help- 
ing us,’ Nikitchanka said. “For them, it’s im- 
portant to stifle our problems so people don’t 
know about them, because this would affect 
their business. They didn’t protect the popu- 
lation from the disaster. And there will be no 
results from this forum. Why? Because com- 
rade [Belarusian President Alyakandr] Luka- 
shenka said, ‘Starting from 2001, there is no! 
longer any Chernobyl problem.’ That’s it.” | 

The UN report has been also criticized by! 
some environmental groups in Norway and 
Russia, another affected country. | 

Vladimir Chuproy, coordinator of 
Greenpeace Russia, was quoted by AP as say- 
ing that the report did not take into account 
premature deaths caused by the accident. 

At the Sept. 6 opening in Vienna of the 
Chernobyl Forum meeting, which is being 
held under the aegis of the IAEA, Russia’si 
representative Nadezka Gerasimova report- 
edly said that Chornobyl’s main fallout was) 
“social” rather than “radiological.” She added? 
that the time had come to cut some Boone) 
to people in the affected areas. 

Greenpeace International said that the UN: 
report “whitewashes” the impact of the’ 
world’s worst nuclear accident. Bellona, a 
Norwegian environmental group, said the re-) 
port reflects only “a small fraction” of the; 
disaster’s real impact. : 


Kuchma backs Yushchenko) 


By Tom Warner, 
Financial Time, Sept. 12, 2005 

Ukraine’s former president, Leonid 
Kuchma, gave his support to the troubled ad- 
ministration of Viktor Yushchenko at the 
weekend, in what analysts said was a signal 
that opponents of the Orange Revolution 
could be brought into the new government. 

Kuchma, making his first public interven- 
tion in politics since he left office in January 
under a cloud of allegations of corruption and 
election fraud, also endorsed Yuri 
Yekhanurov, acting prime minister, who was 
appointed by Yushchenko on Thursday (Sept. 
8) after he sacked the government of Yulia 


Tymoshenko. 
Kuchma met УеКрапигоу — a minor fig- 
ure in Orange revolution — in Dnipro- 


petrovsk, eastern Ukraine on Saturday. They 
greeted each other with broad smiles and 
kisses on the cheek. The meeting, though 
brief, was in sharp contrast to relations be- 
tween the two political camps last winter 
when Yushchenko and Kuchma held tense 
negotiations under the watch of foreign me- 
diators and Yushchenko supporters stood face- 
to-face with armed police under Kuchma’s 
command. 

Kuchma on Saturday called on his former 
supporters — who hold about half the seats 
in parliament — to back Yushchenko’s efforts 


to form a new government. “Don’t aggravate 
the situation,” he said. 

Kuchma accused Tymoshenko of using her, 
position as prime minister to take personal, 
revenge against him and Viktor Pinchuk, his, 
businessman son-in-law. Pinchuk was re-, 
cently stripped of ownership of stakes in two 
big metallurgy plants that he had bought from 
the state when Kuchma was president. 

Analysts said a recent outpouring of sup- 
port for Yushchenko from Kuchma and other 
former administration figures reflected new 
political realities in which Tymoshenko had 
become the main proponent of change and 
Yushchenko had become a force for stability 
and social peace. 

Parliamentary elections next March are 
shaping up a three-way contest between 
Tymoshenko, Yushchenko and pro-Russian 
centrist and leftwing groups. 

Igor Burakovsky, director of Kyiv’s Insti- 
tute for Economic Research and Policy Con- 
sulting, said Yushchenko was under pressure 
to form a new government quickly because 
of talks with Russia оуег gas supplies and a 
World Trade Organisation meeting at the end 
of the month which will look at Ukraine’s bid 
to join at the Hong Kong summit in Decem- 

ber. 

That made him more likely to choose ex- 
perienced old-guard figures, Burakoysky said. 


) 
5) 
І 


PHOTOS — ANNA HEYCHUK 
From Top: Anna Harasym showing how gerdany are 
made, Polisok Youth Ensemble on the CIBC stage, Art- 
ist Раміо Lopata demonstrates ikon writing and stands 
with Irka Balan of the Avramenko display 
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Vatra Folkloric Dance Ensemble from Brampton. 


Film Festival a key highlight of 
Harbourfront’s Ukrainian Zabava 


(UkrNews)—Tens of thousands 
attended the Ukrainian Zabava held 
at Toronto’s Harbourfront Centre, 
Sept. 2 - 5. 

Harbourfront features different 
countries, regions or themes each 
weekend. This year they decided to 
focus the Labour Day long week- 
end on Ukraine, because of the in- 
terested generated by the Orange 
Revolution, explains Olya Grod, 
Vice President of the of Ukrainian 
Cultural Festival Committee, which 
this year served as an umbrella 
group for both the Bloor West and 
Harbourfront Festivals. 

There are no immediate plans for 
another Harbourfront Ukrainian 
event because next year the commit- 
tee will be focusing on the 10th an- 
niversary of the Bloor West Festi- 
val, she said. 

“Beyond that, in the future, who 
knows?” 

Grod said the number one high- 
light of the Harbourfront event was 
the Ukrainian Film Festival, which 
was something new for the Toronto 
community. 

A collection of award-winning 
short feature and documentary films 
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were presented in conjunction with 
the Ukrainian Film Club at Colum- 
bia University. These included: 
Mamay (2003), which shows the 
love story between a Ukrainian Cos- 
sack and a Tatar woman; The Way- 
farers (Podorozhni), a 10 minute 
documentary series of portraits of 
people in a psychiatric hospital by 
director [hor Strembitsky, this year’s 
winner of the coveted Palme d’Or 
du cour metrage at the 2005 Cannes 
International Film Festival; Parched 
Land (Peresokhla zemlia) a 25- 
minute feature film directed by 
Taras Tomenko and based on a short 
story by Gabriel Garcia Marquez 
and Tragic Love for Unfaithful 
Nuska (Trahichna liubov do 
zradlyvoyi Nusky) a tongue-in-cheek 
sepia-toned melodrama from direc- 
tor Taras Tkachenko. The films were 
introduced by Dr. Yuri Shevchuk, di- 
rector of the Film Club. 

Among the several documentaries 
shown were: Freedom Had a Price 
(1994) about Canada’s internment 
operations, Between Hitler and 
Stalin-Ukraine in World War II 
(2003), and Church in Two Worlds 
which explores the story of Ukrai- 
nian Catholicism. 

Several shorts included: Teach Me 
To Dance (1978), a heartwarming 
tale about the friendship of an im- 
migrant girl and a Canadian native, 
Laughter In My Soul (1983), a pro- 
file of renowned Ukrainian Cana- 
dian cartoonist/satirist Jacob 
Maydanyk, and Strongest Man in 
the World (1980). 

Also shown was Dora Was Dys- 
functional (1994) by director Andrea 
Odezynska. This comedy romance 
was short listed at the Academy 
Awards, the Hampton Film Festival 
and the Rotterdam Film Festival. 

The Ukrainians, a group from the 
United Kingdom proved to be a real 
crowd pleaser at the concerts. 

“They have one of the tightest 
acts, the vocals are great, they just 
had people up on their feet,” said 
Grod 

Other performers included Ukrai- 
nian pop singer Vika Vasilevich, the 
Metelysia Vocal Ensemble, Michael 
Kostowskyj’s and Victor 
Mishalow’s solo performances on 
the bandura, Canadian Bandura 
Capella and Chorus, singer Suzie 
Vinnick accompanied by Desna 


__ Ukrainian Dance Company, violin- 


ist Vasyl Popadiuk with his genre- 
defying group. The Papa Duke band, 
which combined traditional Slavic 
and gypsy music with classic pop 
and jazz, Washington DC’s Scythian 
band (who fuse Celtic and Ukrainian 
styles), Edmonton’s Kubasonics 
who combine clever Canadian in- 
spired humour with talented rendi- 
tions of classic Ukrainian and Ukrai- 
nian Canadian folk songs, the Ukrai- 
nian American group Ephyra, the 
Prolisok Youth Ensemble, 
Montreal’s Carpathians Musical 
Ensemble the Toronto trio Ruta, the 
duo of Inessa Bratushchyk and Orest 
Khoma, Vocalist Oleh Buncha and 
the Pid Oblachkom Musical and 
Vocal Ensemble. 

Dance performances included 
modern dancer and choreographer 
Sasha Ivanochko, Desna, the Uni- 
versity of Toronto’s Silhouettes 
Dance Company and Vatra from 
Brampton. Also featured was a vi- 
sual arts tribute to Vasil Avramenko 
— known as the founder of Ukrai- 
nian dance in North America. 

Classic Canadian comedienne 
Luba Goy hosted two cabaret eve- 
nings. There also was a comedy by 
Jo-Ann Waytowich (and by Шог 
Baczynskyj) and musical theatre 
from performer Lada Darewych. 

Visual arts exhibits included Jn- 
tersection, curated by Darka Grif- 
fin and featuring work from Sofia 
Isajiw, Vera Jacyk, Inya Levytsky, 
Olya Mistchenko, Terry Pidsadny, 
Olexander Wlasenko, Anna 
Yuschuk and Vladimir Zabeida and 
Kyiv photographer Kyrylo 
Kysliakov, who presented the Cana- 
dian premiere of his New York ex- 
hibition Faces of the Orange Revo- 
lution, a collection of 36 photos 
documenting the 2004 demonstra- 
tions that overturned corrupt elec- 
tions. Also Sandra Semchuk and 
James Nicholas presented a display 
on the internment of Ukrainians in 
Canada during the First World War 
at Castle Mountain in Banff Na- 
tional Park, artist Pavlo Lopata 
painted icons, Hryhoryj Dyczok 
made pysanky and a group of en- 
thusiasts created contemporary 
beaded jewelry throughout the 
weekend as part of the Culture in 
Action workshops and demonstra- 
tions. A special family event was 
magic with Vladimir — Master of 
Illusion & Levitation. 
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Ribbon cutting at the new studio. 
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Cheremosh performs the “Edmonton Hopak” during the opening of their new studio. Ch eremo sh op ens new stu d i о 
Cheremosh to launch 


‘Revolutions’ 
tour in Calgary 


(Cheremosh/UkrNews)—The Cheremosh 
Ukrainian Dance Company spins into a eight 
city tour with its kick off in Calgary, on Sun- 
day Oct. 2 at the newly renovated Southern 
Alberta Jubilee Auditorium. The internation- 
ally acclaimed Ukrainian Dance Company 
will perform throughout Western Canada and 
into the U.S. during Fall 2005 with their tour- 
ing production entitled “Cheremosh... Revo- 
lutions”. 

Under the Artistic Direction of Mykola 
Kanevets, “Cheremosh... Revolution” prom- 
ises to be an entertaining show stopper rich 
in Ukrainian heritage, colour, movement and 
dance. In addition to this regional tapestry of 
culture and colour are five character dances, 
which add a little romance, humour and vir- 
tuosity to the production. 

“As one of Canada’s largest Ukrainian 
Dance Companies, Cheremosh is proud to 
present this new show to dance lovers every- 
where. Our audiences will be thrilled with the 
calibre of our dancers, and I know that people 
will be amazed at the complexity and diver- 
sity that is Ukrainian dance,” said Kanevets. 

“Cheremosh... Revolutions” is a tour de 
force performance of Ukrainian dance which 
showcases over eight different dance styles 
and regions of Ukraine. From the high-kick- 


ing, boot slapping western region which 
shares a border with Hungary, to the lyrical, 
flowing dances from the steppes of central 
Ukraine, Cheremosh’s “Revolutions’) prom- 
ises to be an entertaining show stopper. 

In addition to this regional tapestry of 
movement and colour are five character 
dances, which add a little romance, humour 
and virtuosity to the production. The signa- 
ture character dance entitled “The Riding 
Cossacks” is set during the time of the Ukrai- 
nian Cossacks and features 18 male dancers. 
The dance tells the story of a young man who 
wants to join the Cossack camp; however, he 
is somewhat athletically challenged and has 
a difficult time measuring up. Eventually a 
role is found for him but it is not what he ex- 
pected. This 16-minute production is punctu- 
ated by dazzling sword play, high flying ac- 
robatics and even a cannon. 

There are 50 young and talented dancers 
performing in the Cheremosh Revolutions 
Tour. To the production, the dancers bring 
years of experience and training combined 
with a high degree of commitment and skill 
which preserves the rich Ukrainian heritage 
of this unique and refined art form. 

Se Page 16 of this issue for cities, dates, 
times and ticket information on the tour. 


Bandurist Chorus 
to tour Western Canada 


(UBC)—The Ukrainian Bandurist Chorus 
returns to Canada’s West Coast and Prairies 
this November. Performing in its 87th sea- 
son, this international award-winning en- 
semble led by Conductor and Artistic Direc- 
tor Oleh Mahlay, will present concerts in 
Vancouver and Vernon, B.C.; Edmonton and 
Calgary, Alta.; Saskatoon and Regina, Sask.; 
and Winnipeg, Man. 

Coinciding with their 41st and latest record- 
ing release “Bayda: A tribute to four centu- 
ries of Kozak Heroism,” these critically ac- 
claimed artists will entertain and enchant au- 
diences in a musical experience not to be 
missed. 

Tickets for The Ukrainian Bandurist Cho- 
rus 2005 Western Canadian Tour went on sale 
Tuesday, Sept. 6. 

Founded in 1918, the Ukrainian Bandurist 
Chorus has a long and storied history on the 
international stage showcasing the Bandura, 
a unique and complex 60-stringed instrument. 
The dynamic and versatile sounds of the 
Bandura accompany and compliment the 


Chorus’ wide variety of repertoire from clas- 
sical opera and sacred liturgical works to En- 
glish, German, and Ukrainian choral music. 

Since emigrating from Europe in 1949, the 
Ukrainian Bandurist Chorus is primarily 
based in the metro-Detroit area, but has ex- 
panded to include members from British Co- 
lumbia, Alberta, Ontario, Nova Scotia, Cali- 
fornia, Maryland, Michigan, New York, New 
Jersey, Ohio and Pennsylvania. The majority 
of today’s Chorus members are 2nd and 3rd 
generation Americans and Canadians. While 
developing and auditioning new and virtuosic 
young musicians and vocalists, the Ukrainian 
Bandurist Chorus continues to captivate and 
delight audiences in major concert halls across 
the United States, Canada, Europe and Aus- 
tralia. 

Professional calibre performers, all musi- 
cians, singers and administrators are volun- 
teers, ages 16 to 76, sharing a common pas- 
sion for their music and heritage. 
Share your passion 
us...www.bandura.org 


with 


(UkrNews)—The Cheremosh Ukrainian 
Dance Company opened their new studio in 
Edmonton’s Beverly district, Sept. 8. 

Two openings were held — in the morning 
for the media and in the evening for the com- 
munity itself. 

“Every family cherishes a house,” said 
board president Brenda Griffiths. “And now 
we have ours.” 

Cheremosh takes over the former St. Paul’s 
Roman Catholic Church, which has been va- 
cant for three years. Along with the house and 
garage that come with the church. The total 
space Cheremosh will be able to utilize 
amounts to around 12,000 square feet. 

The church provides a rehearsal space of 
between 5,000 and 6,000 square feet, as well 
as one office room, while there are eight 
rooms plus six bathrooms in the house. 

Cheremosh Artistic Director Mykola 
Kanevets told Ukrainian News that the com- 
pany was facing a stiff increase in its rent at 
the previous facility and had to make a deci- 
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sion within two weeks. 

He said the new facility provides a great 
atmosphere for work because there are just 
walls on the side and the windows are on top. 

Some day, Cheremosh may turn the church 
facility into two studios — one large one for 
the company itself and another smaller one 
for its children’s groups. 

Speaking at the morning event, Edmonton 
City Councilor Janice Melnychuk said that the 
transformation of the building was important 
for her as a Beverly girl. 

She said the City is very proud of its sup- 
port for arts programs and commended 
Cheremosh both the excellence the company 
demonstrates and it “wonderful vision for the 
renewal of this building”. 

In raising the money to pay for this build- 
ing, Cheremosh was assisted by the Beverly 
Community League, the Beverly Business As- 
sociation, Capital City Savings and Credit 
Union and a provincial community enhance- 
ment grant. 


&) Bacoravaees 


змени Tapaca Шевченка 


VANCOUVER е Saturday, November 5 e Kay Meek Centre 


Tickets at Festival Box Office (604) 257-0366 or Toll Free 1-888-777-0366 


www.festivalboxoffice.com 


VERNON e Sunday, November 6 г Vernon & District Performing 
Arts Centre е Tickets at Ticket Seller (250) 549-SHOW (7469) 


www.ticketseller.ca 


EDMONTON е Monday, November 7 е 
Tickets at Winspear Centre Box Office (780) 428-1414 or 


Winspear Centre 


Toll Free 1-800-563-5081 | www.winspearcentre.com 


CALGARY » Wednesday, November 9 е Knox United Church 


Tickets at all Ticketmaster outlets | Phone (403) 777-0000 


www.ticketmaster.ca 


Tickets at all Ticketmaster outlets | Phone (306) 938-7800 (Saskatoon) or 
Toll Free 1-800-970-7328 | www.ticketmaster.ca 


REGINA » Friday, November 11 * Regina Performing Arts Centre 
Tickets at Regina Performing Arts Centre (306) 779-2277 or email 


RPACboxoffice @ sasktel.net 


WINNIPEG е Saturday, November 12 е 


| 
SASKATOON » Thursday, November 10 е Third Avenue United Church й 
|| 
| 


Tickets at all Ticketmaster outlets | Phone (204) 780-3333 


www.ticketmaster.ca 
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Урочисте Прийняття 
Генерального консульства 
Торонто з нагоди 14-0ї 
річниці Незалежності 


(Генеральне Консульство України в Торонто)- Повідомляємо, що 
8 вересня Генеральним консульством України в Торонто у приміщенні 
банкетного залу “King’s Garden” українського ресторану "Золотий 
Лев" було проведено Урочисте прийняття з нагоди 14-ї річниці 
Незалежності України. 

В якості почесних гостей на Прийнятті були присутні федеральні 
та провінційні канадські політики, керівники українських громадських 
організацій, представники консульського корпусу м. Торонто, місцевих 
бізнесових, наукових та мистецьких кіл, української громади. 

З вітальним словом на прийнятті виступив Генконсул України, з 
поздоровленнями з нагоди офіційного свята до присутніх також 
звернулись Сенатор К. Дініно, Депутат Палати Громад канадського 
Парламенту Б. Вжесневський, "Міністр навколишнього середовища 
провінції Онтаріо Л. Бротен, представник мера м. Торонто, депутат 
міської ради Г. Ліндсей-Люби, Голова Торонтського відділу Конгресу 
Українців Канади М. Швець. 

Генконсул привітав близько 350 присутніх гостей 3 14-ю річницею 
Незалежності нашої держави, подякував від імені українського народу 
за підтримку, яка була надана Канадою Україні під час Помаранчевої 
Революції, та привернув увагу гостей до позитивних змін, які на цей 
час відбуваються в Україні. У вітальних виступах високих гостей було 
підкреслено велику важливість проведення в Україні в кінці минулого 
року демократичних президентських виборів, висловлено впевненість, 
що Україна і надалі буде рухатися у напрямку розбудови демокра- 
тичних інституцій, а також запевнено у наданні повної підтримки нашій 
Батьківщині на шляху побудови економічно та соціально розвинутої 
правової держави. 

Присутнім було запропоновано концерт української музики та пісні 
у виконанні вокально-інструментального ансамблю "Львівські му- 
зики? (м. Львів) i місцевого віртуоза-скрипаля В. Попадюка, як також 
напої і страви української національної кухні. 

Проведення заходу висвітлювалось загальноканадським телекана- 
лом СТУ та україномовними телевізійними програмами "Світогляд! і 


" "Контакт". 


На початку заходу прозвучали національні гімни України і Канади. 
З нагоди Свята Української Незалежності до Генконсульства надійшли 
поздоровлення від Прем'єра Онтаріо Д.Макгінті, Спікера Законодавчої 
Асамблеї провінції Онтаріо Елвіна Керлінга, Міністра з питань 
громадянства та іміграції М. Kone, Mepa м.Лоронто Д. Міллера i 
Сенатора Р. Андрейчук. 


- Монтування матраців - постійна праця, на 
повний час, під час дня, досвід не вимаганий. Платня - 59.00 на 
годину на початок плюс бенефіти. Контактуйтеся 3 Alan: тел.: (780) 
444-1388; факс: (780) 930-4295; email: sanjay@araaminc.com 


Загальна пра 


Wemorial, 


FUNERAL ADMINISTRATORS AND DIRECTORS 
“THE CHAPEL ON THE BOULEVARD” 


FAMILY OWNED 
AND OPERATED - 


LAMONT 


* WILDWOOD : 


2 * reception centre available 

З (adjacent to funeral home) 

ИЙ" serving families since 1941 

=i prearranged funeral plans 

f° «crematorium on site 

5 provincial, national & international service 


(780) 426-0050" 24 HRS. 
EDMONTON: 9709 - 111 AEN 


Visit us at: www.parkmemo} 
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SMOLYK, OWNER 


У будинку «Смолоскипу» в Києві, на виставці «Помаранчева революція». nee почесна Голова Союзу 
Українок Атена Пашко; літературознавець Михайлина Коцюбинська; Валентина Лисенко («Слово і 
Час»); кореспондент T. Свято; представниця Стипендійного фонду СУА в Україні Алла Деделюк. 


У Києві відкрито документальну 
виставку «Помаранчева Революція» 


Ростислав Семків 

(Смолоскип)- -Мало здійснити революцію — важ- 
ливо ще зробити правильні висновки з тих подій, 
осмислити їхнє значення і вагу. У будинку «Смолос- 
кипу» на старовинному Подолі у Києві під час пома- 
ранчевих |тижнів мешкали сотні революціонерів. 
Менш як за рік від пам'ятних днів листопада-грудня 
2004- го, а саме - 15 серпня цього року, у цьому ж 
Будинку, у стінах Музею-Архіву українського 
самвидаву, відкрито першу в Україні документальну 
виставку «Помаранчева революція». 

На відкритті не бракувало поважних гостей: до 
| Будинку «Смолоскипу» завітали відомі правозахис- 
ники, дисиденти радянських Часів, колишні 
політв'язні, українська інтелігенція, кільканадцять 
пресових i радіо журналістів, вісім телевізійних 
каналів, молодь. Приміщення першого поверху 
Будинку були вщерть заповнені зацікавленими. 

Виставку відкрив голова видавництва «Смолос- 
кип» Осип Зінкевич. Ведучим програми був дирек- 
тор Музею- Архіву українського самвидаву Олесь 
Обертас. Виступали: командир Будинку «Смолос- 
кипу» в час Помаранчевої революції Андрій Раднюк, 
директор видавництва «Смолоскип» Ростислав Сем- 
ків, колишні політв'язні - голова УВКР Михайлина 
Коцюбинська, Атена Пашко, Іван Драч, колекціонер 
самвидаву, ведучий телеканалу «141» Вахтанг 
Кіпіяні, Василь Верига (Торонто). Присутніми на 
відкритті був син Патріярха Мстислава Ярослав 
Скрипник з дружиною з Едмонтону, колишній 
політв'язень Юрій Бадзьо з дружиною i багато 
інших. Привітання надіслала Міністер культури і 
туризму України Оксана Білозір. 

Всі виступаючі підкреслювали роль Помаранчевої 
революції як нового етапу розбудови модерної укра-- 
їнської нації. Увечорі, того ж дня, вісім телевізійсних 
каналів передали в ефір обширні інформації про 
виставку. Безперечно, це була найбільш резонансна 
акція, зорганізована «Смолоскипом» за останні 
роки. 

Сама виставка складається із безлічі цікавих 
документів революційних та післяреволюційних 
днів, однак головну її привабливісь для відвідувачів 
становить понад сотня надзвичайно якісних фото-- 
графій, котрі висвітлюють перебіг акцій громадян-- 
ського спротиву в Україні, занурюють нас у саму 
гущавину настроїв та подій листопада-грудня мину-- 
лого року: зустрічаємо тут і зворушливі фото учас-- 
ників помаранчечих пікетів - дорослих і зовсім ма- 
лих, засмучених тимчасовими невдачами і натхнен-- 
них, стомлених і щасливих від усвідомлення ваги 
зробленої справи - спостерігаємо безпосередню 
хроніку подій - перші дні на майдані, побут наме- 
тового містечка, протистояння із загонами міліції, 
спроби налагодити діалог, переконати прихильників 
провладного кандидата. Динаміка і щирість пред- 
ставлених в експозиції фото ще довго хвилюватиме 
відвідувачів виставки. 

А вцентрі зали змакетовано невелику барикаду — 


символ спротиву та знак пам'яті про дні повстання 
- вона складається з лозунгів та речей, подарованих 
смолоскипівському Музею- Архіву учасниками пі- 
кетів, зібраних самими співробітниками вадав- 
ництва. На стендах, розташованих по периметру 
зали - документальні свідчення: листівки, газети, 
журнали, книги, надруковані під час і після 
революції - вся хронологія помаранчевого опору, 
безцінне джерело інформації для дослідників тих 
подій. З цими та багатьма іншими матеріалами нада-- 
лі можна буде зазнайомитися у фондах Музею-- 
Архіву «Смолоскипу». 

Починаючи з 16 серпня по 31 грудня, Помаранчева 
виставка працює щоденно з 11 до 18 години. За два 
дні її функціонування, окрім гостей на відкритті, її 
встигли оглянути ще понад сто відвідувачів - така 
увага тішить, свідчить, що події листопада-грудня 
не забуто, а українські громадяни пишаються своїм 
подвигом і емоційно знову й знову повертаються у 
дні боротьби за свободу свого волевиявлення. 

Тим часом, Україна переживає не найлегші часи 
реконструкції владного апарату, коли молоді мініс-- 
три вчаться керувати державою, а пересічні українці 
нарешті не на словах, а на ділі пересвідчуються в 
перспективності таких понять як свобода слова, 
важливість кожного голосу, особиста відпові- 
дальність у справі розбудови в державі законності; 
перетворюються, формують власну тактику напе-- 
редодні виборів українські партії, все більше ціка-- 
виться політичним життям країни молодь. Втім, ми 
свідомі того, що все це - включно з формуванням 
нової опозиції та плідним і відкритим пошуком 
діалогу з теперішньою владою - стало можливим 
лише завдяки успіху Помаранчевої революції. Смо-- 
лоскипівська виставка покликана ще раз нагадати 
нашим співгромадянам про грунт наших дальших 
успіхів. 

Запрошуємо всіх, хто відвідає Україну у цьому 
році, завітати також на виставку і оглянути її BIKO— 
помні експонати за адресою: Будинок «Смолос- 
кипу», вул. Межигірська, 21. Доїзд: метро «Кон-- 
трактова площа», вихід: Нижній вал. 


Суд відмовив скарги Лесі Гонгадзе 


"(Українська правда)- Місцевий суд Печерського 
району Києва відмовив Лесі Гонгадзе у прийнятті 
скарги на бездіяльність Генпрокуратури України. 
Про це повідомила мати журналіста Георгія Гонгадзе 
Леся Гонгадзе, передає "Німецька хвиля". 

Суд Печерського району вже не вперше відмовляє 
матері журналіста у прийнятті скарги на Генпро-- 
куратуру. В останній скарзі йшлося про непри- 
пустимість усунення адвоката Андрія Федура від 
справи Гонгадзе. 

Мати також додала, що і помічникам адвоката теж 
перешкоджають у вивченні матеріалів слідства. 
Рішення Печерського суду Гонгадзе оскаржуватиме, 
хоча переконана, що це безнадійно. 

Також досі немає жодних результатів експертизи 
ДНК, до якої Генпрокуратура залучила німецьких 
фахівців. 
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Соу. Gen. Adrienne Clarkson, accompanied by her husband John Ralston Saul, is presented with traditional 
Ukrainian bread and salt by Olesia Markevych and Bryan Pitchko at Edmonton City Hall. 


UCC awarded commendation 


Canadian group cited for monitoring Ukraine’s elections 


By Brock Harrison 
The Edmonton Journal, Sept. 1, 2005 

Соу. Gen. Adrienne Clarkson bestowed one of 
Canada’s rarest honours on the Ukrainian Canadian 
Congress at City Hall on Wednesday (Aug. 31) for send- 
ing nearly 500 election observers to Ukraine in De- 
cember. 

The congress’s delegation represented half of the Ca- 
nadian contingent to the observation effort, which saw 
thousands of foreign volunteers pour into Ukraine to 
scrutinize the Dec. 26, 2004, presidential election after 
a month-long power struggle between the Moscow- 
backed Prime Minister Viktor Yanukovych and his pro- 
western challenger Viktor Yushchenko. 

“The dedication, hard work and sacrifice demon- 
strated by all those who participated in the mission will 
serve as an inspiration to those who are struggling to 
achieve their democratic right to free and fair elections,” 
Clarkson read from the Certificate of Commendation 
she presented to the congress. 

Ukraine’s Supreme Court nullified the results of a 
Novy. 21 run-off vote after finding evidence of ballot- 
stuffing and other dubious practices that elected 
Yanukovych as president. 

The anti-election stand became known as the Orange 
Revolution, as thousands of Yushchenko supporters 
crowded Independence Square in downtown Kyiv clad 
in Yushchenko’s trademark colour. 

The congress and the Canadian government sent 
about 1,000 observers to all parts of Ukraine when an- 
other election was called for Dec. 26 to watch for the 
problems that marred the November vote. Yushchenko 
won the second ballot. 

“We could not stand by and watch freedom be 
usurped from our brothers and sisters in Ukraine,” con- 
gress president Irene Sushko said. “We did whatever 
we could to ensure the right of the people to choose 
their government would prevail.” 

John and Christine Eshenko were packing their bags 
on Dec. 20 for a family Christmas trip to Mexico when 


the Ukrainian Canadian Congress called to tell them 
their applications to observe the vote were accepted. 
Three days later, they were on a plane to Kyiv. 

“The opportunity to make a difference in democracy 
was too great to pass up,” John Eshenko said. 

The Eshenkos spent Christmas Eve travelling to east- 
ern Ukraine, the Lion’s Den, they were told. The east- 
em part of the country was considered a bastion for 
Yanukovych. The Eshenkos admit to being apprehen- 
sive as they toured the region’s polling stations on 
Christmas Day. \ 

“The day before, I remember thinking to myself, 
“What have I gotten myself into?’ But the people there 
were Ukrainian, just like everywhere else,” recalls John 
Eshenko. “They just wanted it to be over and to be fair.” 

He remembers explaining to voters that Canada 
wasn’t there to tamper with the votes, but to help with 
the fair outcome. He says people were appreciative of 
Canada’s presence and eventually regarded Canadians 
as friends. 

“We were anxious going in, relieved when we got 
there and rewarded when we left,” John Eshenko said. 

“Td do it again in a heartbeat.” 

Edmonton-East Conservative MP Peter Goldring was 
in Kyiv as an election observer the day the UCC del- 
egation arrived. Goldring was scrutineering during the 
November vote and lead the charge to have a strong 
contingency of Canadian observers for the election in 
December. 

“The bond those people had with the Ukrainians was 
absolutely amazing, I could sense it as soon as they got 
to Kyiv,” Goldring said of the UCC delegation. “The 
entire affair showed the closeness of our Canadian com- 
munity and how much they care about the democratic 
movement.” 

The Certificate of Commendation to the congress 
marks the second time Clarkson has given the honour 
to а non-military entity. In 2003, she gave a certificate 
to the firefighters who fought the Okanagan forest fires 
that summer. 


MacKinnon wins first Syrnick Award 


(UCFTS)—Mark MacKinnon, Globe and Mail, is the 
first winner of the new John Syrnick Award for Jour- 
nalism, sponsored by the Ukrainian Canadian Founda- 
tion of Taras Shevchenko. MacKinnon was chosen from 
a short list of Canadian journalists who provided coy- 
erage of the 2004 Orange Revolution in Ukraine. 

According to the Selection Committee, headed by 
Dr. Christine Turkewych, “MacKinnon’s coverage 
demonstrated consistent, substantive and thorough coy- 
erage of Ukraine’s history leading to the Orange Revo- 
lution, and consistently described the critical period 
from the second election to the final results of the third 
election that took place in December 2004". The selec- 
tion committee included seventeen pre-eminent Cana- 
dian academics and community leaders from the Ukrai- 
nian-Canadian community, representing all regions of 
Canada. 

The John Syrnick Award for Journalism was pre- 
sented in Toronto on Aug. 24 at the Ontario Club. The 
date of August 24 was chosen as it commemorates 
Ukraine’s 1991 Declaration of Independence from the 
former Soviet Union. The Award was presented by Pro- 

fessor Oleh Gerus, Vice-President of the Shevchenko 
Foundation. 


This new Award is named after John Syrnick, the 
long-time influential editor (1947-70) of Ukrainian 
Voice, Canada’s oldest Ukrainian newspaper. As a 
prominent community leader, his articles passionately 
promoted Ukrainian Canadian solidarity, and the re- 
definition of Canada as a multicultural society. 

The presentation package for the John Syrnick Award 
for Journalism includes an Award plaque, a set of the 
Ukrainian Encyclopedia and a monetary honorarium. 
The Shevchenko Foundation also presented a set of the 
Ukrainian Encyclopedia to the Globe and Mail. 

This award was launched in February 2005 by the 
Board of Directors as part of the Foundation’s Public 
Relations strategy. The award recognizes the pivotal 
influence of media in presenting to all Canadians in- 
formation on issues important to the Ukrainian Cana- 
dian community. This year the Orange Revolution was 
the central issue. 

Journalists who were considered and deserve 
honourable mention include: Mark MacKinnon & Kirk 
Magen (Makin) (The Globe & Mail) Diane Francis and 
Matthew Fisher (National Post) Agnes Gruda (Montreal 
La Presse) Ruslan Trach (Winnipeg Free Press) and 
Danylo Havaleshka (McLean’s). 
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ACE fund not enough to meet 
requests, finance minister says 


(UkrNews)—The $25 million Ac- 
knowledgment and Commemora- 
tion Education (ACE) Program fund 
set aside in the February budget may 
not be enough to accommodate all 
the requests that different ethnic 
groups may bring forward, said Fi- 
nance Minister Ralph Goodale dur- 
ing a press conference with mem- 
bers of the ethnocultural medias in 
Edmonton, Sept. 8 

“T had always made it clear when 
I put the initial $25 million into the 
budget last February, that that was a 
beginning, that it would take some- 
what more than that to be able to ad- 
dress not just the Ukrainian situa- 
tion appropriately, but the others as 
well.” he said responding to a ques- 
tion from Ukrainian News 

“Now the different groups that 
have an interest here are at much dif- 
ferent stages of preparation and de- 
velopment. The Ukrainian commu- 
nity is one of the most advanced. 
Others have really just started to 
think about what their requirement 
will be. So there is further work to 
be done. But I wanted to send a sig- 
nal in the budget that we will be be- 
ginning the precess of addressing 
these issues once and for all.” 

The government has now made a 
start in this process with the agree- 
ment-in-principle which was signed 
with the Ukrainian community in 
Regina, Aug. 24, he noted. 

Under the terms of this agreement 
the government will provide $2.5 
million to the Taras Shevchenko 
Foundation, which will co-ordinate, 
in consultation with the Ukrainian 
Canadian Congress and the Ukrai- 
nian Canadian Civil Liberties Asso- 
ciation, commemorative projects ac- 
knowledging the World War I intern- 
ment of Ukrainian Canadians over 
the next three years (See Ukrainian 
News, August 31 — September 13, 
2005). 

“The nature of this agreement in 
principle with the Ukrainian com- 
munity helped us to set the template. 
It identifies the principles and the 
appropriate approaches that will 
help us not only in resolving out- 
standing grievances with respect to 
Ukrainians, but others as well,” said 
Goodale. 

The minister also stated that one 
of the challenges Canadians face in 
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the future is that the retiring genera- 
tion will, for the first time be greater 
than that entering the workforce. 
This mean a critical issue will be 
“how we can maximize the number 
of people that are available for the 
Canadian workforce”, which means 
“a better focus on immigration for 
the future.” 

Among the necessary reforms are: 

» The overseas recruitment pro- 
cess which has to go from a passive 
to a proactive approach; 

» The processing of applications 
needs to be shortened; and 

» Settlement services need im- 
provement including picking up the 
pace in recognizing international 
professional credential. 

Asked about changing the current 
point system which works against 
the kind of immigrants who built 
Canada, Goodale said Citizenship 
and Immigration Minister Joe Volpe 
will be issuing a policy paper this 
fall where a number of these issues 
will be addressed. 

Asked about revelations made by 
Etobicoke Centre MP Borys 
Wrzesnewskyj that there was a tar- 
get figure of only 1800 immigrants 
per year from Ukraine (See Ukrai- 
nian News, September 15 — 28, 
2004), Goodale replied: 

“That’s a question that Mr. Volpe 
would have to answer. I would be 
quite keen on additional immigra- 
tion from Ukraine... in the case of 
Saskatchewan there’s just a natural 
connection, as there is in Alberta, as 
there is in Manitoba, as to the num- 
bers... I just don’t know the answer 
to that.” 
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Засідання Ради Директорів СКУ 


Річні Загальні Збори Ради Директорів СКУ 


17-18 серпня 2005 року у Харкові відбулися Річні 
Загальні Збори Ради Директорів СК У. 

Крім членів Екзекутивного Комітету, були при- 
сутні представники від багатьох Рад i Комісій, Сві- 
тової Федерації Українських Жіночих Організацій, 
Європейського Конгресу Українців та інших цент- 
ральних організацій СКУ. У зборах взяли участь 
представники українських громад майже з двадцяти 
країн світу (Австралія, Бельгія, Бразилія, Вірменія, 
Естонія, Італія, Іспанія, Казахстан, Канада, Литва, 
Німеччина, Польща, Португалія, Російська Феде- 
рація, Румунія, Словацька Республіка, Сполучені 
Штати Америки, Угорщина та Чеська Республіка), 
які представили письмові або усні звіти. 

На зборах було затверджено бюджет СКУ на 2006 
рік; прийнято зміни до англійського варіанту статуту 
СКУ, які відповідають українській версії статуту, 
прийнятій на УШ Конгресі СК У; прийнято до складу 
СКУ Союз Русинів/Українців Словацької Респуб-- 
ліки як крайову центральну репрезентацію Словаць-- 
кої Республіки та Федерацію Українських Асоціацій 
Іспанії 4 як крайову організацію. Крім цього, було 
створено окремий Комітет допомоги українським 
громадянам за кордоном, у який увійшли пред- 
ставники з Іспанії, Португалії, Італії та Греції. 

Збори відбулися в приміщенні Харківської філ- 
гармонії, саме там, де 75 років тому проходили rope— 
звісні судові розправи над сорока представниками 
української інтелігенції (на чолі з Сергієм Єфре- 
мовим), яких звинувачували в антирадянській 
діяльності. Цей суд започаткував декаду репресій, 


що включає арешти представників української 
інтелігенції - так званого "розстріляного відрод- 
ження"; ліквідацію Української Автокефальної 
Православної Церкви, великий Голодомор 1932- 
1933 років, часи Єжовщини та розстріл українських 
політичних в'язнів на Соловецьких островах (тільки 
у 1997 році у лісах Сандармоху, що знаходяться у 
північно-західній частині Російської Федерації, було 
знайдено сліди цього страшного злочину). 

На місці Харківських судових розправ була від- 
правлена поминальна служба та в кількох кроках 
від того місця, де у 1961 році був ув'язнений покій-- 
ний Патріарх Української Католицької Церкви Йо-- 
сип Сліпий, було відкрито пам'ятну дошку. Реквієм 
та освячення провів Архієпископ Української Авто-- 
кефальної Православної Церкви Ігор Ісіченко. Се- 
ред присутніх були представники українських като-- 
лицьких та православних церков, в т.ч. й Митро- 
полит Адріан (Українська Православна Церква 
Київського Патріархату). 

Учасників зборів привітали Архієпископ Ігор 
Ісіченко та представники Харківської обласної й 
міської держадміністрації, серед яких і депутат 
Харківської областної ради Ярослав Ющенко, 
племінник президента України. 

На двох прес-конференціях, проведених у Хар- 
кові, були широко представлені ЗМІ, що дало мож-- 
ливість представникам СК У подати інформацію на 
різних програмах. Заходи завершилися зустріччю з 
громадою м. Харкова та концертом, який був орга- 
нізований директором Харківської Філгармонії. 


Президент СК У перебував у Словацькій Республіці 
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ДЕНТУРИСТИ 


DENTURE CLINIC LTD. 
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12123 -54 Street 
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(CK Y)—11-13 серпня 2005 
року на запрошення Союзу 
Русинів-Українців Словацької 
Республіки (СРУСР) Президент 
СКУ Аскольд Лозинський пере- 
бував у Словацькій Республіці 
(СР). СР цікава в українському 
відношенні зокрема тим, що укра- 
їнці-русини проживають тут на 
своїх етнографічних землях як 
автохтонне населення, хоча в той 
же час, оскільки ця територія не 
належить Україні, зараховуються 
до Діяспори, Населення CP стано- 
вить близько п'яти мільйонів, з 
яких приблизно сто тисяч україн- 
ців-русинів (останній перепис 
населення подав набагато меншу 
кількість та поділив українців-ру- 
синів на українців та русинів). 
Важливою проблемою у СР є 
«політичне русинство» - воно 
стверджує думку про те, що ук- 
раїнці та русини - два різні народи. 
Словацька влада, посилаючись на 
давню приказку “divide et іттрега", 
радо ділить українців 1 русинів. 
Отже, є дві національні меншини 
- менші за кількістю та з меншим 
впливом. 

Переважна більшість українців 
проживає в Пряшівському краю 
(один з сімох країв СР), в таких 
центрах, як Пряшів, Свидник та ін. 
У Пряшеві знаходиться осідок 
СРУСР та Генеральне Консуль- 
ство України. У Свиднику - над- 
звичайний Музей Українсько- 
Русинської Культури, галерея, му- 
зей під відкритим небом, де розта- 
шовані церкви, школи та сімейні 
доми українців з різних сіл Пря- 
шівщини. Тут же щорічно прохо- 
дить Фестиваль української куль- 
тури, на який з'їжджаються гля- 
дачі з усієї СР. Губернатор Пря- 
шівського краю та мер Свидника 


- українського походження. Ук- 
раїнці мають свої радіопрограми, 
часописи, журнали, школи, кляси 
української мови, державний про- 
фесійний театр, хори та різні 
культурні ансамблі. Одначе назви 
вулиць у місцях скупченого про- 
живання українців не є в двох 
мовах. Епархом греко-католиць- 
кої церкви є словак. Фінансові 
труднощі походять від того, що, 
хоч держава й фінансує деякі 
проєкти, але фондів на адмініс- 
трацію немає. Вкономічний рівень 
СР в цілому та матеріальний стан 
її громадян зокрема є надто бідні 
для утримання суспільно громад- 
ських структур. Громада відчуває, 
що влада СР намагається її слова- 
кізувати, відчутною також є полі- 
тика латинізації з боку Ватикану. 

Відповідно до програми візиту, 
відбулися зустрічі Президента 
СКУ з колишнім Президентом СР 
Рудольфом Шустером, губернато- 
ром Пряшівського краю та ме- 
рами міст Пряшів i Свиндик. Ta- 
кож у Пряшеві відбулась зустріч 
з Генеральним консулом України 
Інною Огнівець. Відносини між 
Україною та СР є нормальні, але 


Музей Українсько-Русинської Культури у Свиднику. 


стримані. Позитивним явищем є 
те , що навіть після вступу СР до 
ЕС, загальний оборот товару між 
Україною 1 СР збільшився з ба- 
лансом на користь України. На 
другий день візиту Президент 
СКУ перебував у гостях вдома у 
Президента Европейського Кон- 
гресу Українців Левка Довговича. 
Відбулась також зустріч з Пре- 
зидією СРУСР, на якій сторони 
обмінялись інформацією та обго- 
ворили проблеми, а також рамки 
співпраці між СКУ та CPYCP. 
Прес-конференція викликала 
велике зацікавлення словацької 
мас-медіа, зокрема щодо членства 
СРУСР в СКУ. Уся інформація 
широко подавалась у Словацькій 
Республіці. 

Упродовж візиту Президента 
СКУ супроводжували Голова 
СРУСР Іван Лаба, два його 
заступники - Петро Сокол і Павло 
Богдан та Генеральний консул 
України і Президент ВКУ. 

17 серпня 2005 року на нараді 
Ради Директорів СКУ, що відбу- 
лася в Харкові, СРУСР був прий- 
нятий до членів СКУ. 
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54th USRL Convention 
held in Saskatoon 


Cont. from P. 1 
formance, featuring the hoop dance, 


highlighted the afternoon’s activi- 
ties. Wednesday evening more that 
300 people attended the reception 
hosted by the Ukrainian Museum of 
Canada . 

Thursday morning saw the com- 
ponent organizations each meet with 
their member delegates concur- 
rently. Thursday afternoon featured 
the report of the Futures Commit- 
tee. CYC has spent the six years 
examining its future direction. One 
of the more significant results of this 
process in the formation of a joint 
standing committee of CYC and the 
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of 
Canada that will the identify mutual 
goals and develop an implementa- 
tion strategy to achieve such goals. 

The official opening ceremonies 
were held on Thursday evening. 
Outstanding features of the 
evening’s program was the singing 
of the centennial songs of the prov- 
inces of Alberta and Saskatchewan 
and the monologue depicting a 
hutsul immigrant to Canada pre- 
sented by Dr. Roman Yereniuk of 
Winnipeg. A reception concluded 
the evening. 

Friday morning, concurrent ses- 
sions of the organizations continued. 
The SUS Foundation of Canada cel- 
ebrated its 40" anniversary by spon- 
soring the noon lunch at which the 
Foundation made a power-point pre- 
sentation about its history and 
achievements. The annual meeting 
of the Ukrainian Museum of Canada 
and discussions on the Futures Re- 
port took up the afternoon. At the 
dinner that evening, the delegates 
were entertained by a performance 
by the Lastiwka Ukrainian Ortho- 
dox Youth Choir and Orchestra di- 
rected by Larry Klopoushak. A thun- 
derous standing ovation expressed 
the delegates’ appreciation. This was 
followed by the CYMK-UOY con- 
cert, which consisted of items con- 
tributed by the youth branches 


present from across Canada. Many 
novel items were presented includ- 
ing Winnipeg CYMK’s historical 
reenactments of a scene from Kyiv’s 
Maidan during the Orange Revolu- 
tion in Куїу and traditional calis- 
thenics (“upravy”) to music, that 
were practised by CYMK-ivtsi at 
their gatherings from CYMK’s 
founding in 1931 until the early 
1970’s. A highlight was the mass 
CYMK choir, 100 strong, directed 
by Lesia Pohoreski of Edmonton. 
The evening concluded with a 
zabava/dance with music by Zvook. 

Saturday morning, the Conven- 
tion dealt with its resolutions and the 
election of the CYC executive in the 
morning. The youth accepted the 
Museum’s invitation to have lunch 
there and heard words of welcome 
and some explanations of the role 
and mandate of the Museum. Then 
the young people hurried off to 
Ukraine Day in the Park where they 
joined the other Convention del- 
egates who had an afternoon of free 
time. Two items from the CYMK 
concert were presented on stage at 
Ukraine Day in the Park, an instru- 
mental number by the Toronto/Long 
Branch CYMK and the Maidan 
number by Ivan Mazeppa Branch 
from Winnipeg. The day ended with 
the convention banquet presided 
over by MC Nadya Foty of Edmon- 
ton. Banquet speaker was Lesia 
Pohoreski, also of Edmonton. She 
spoke about the rewards of work- 
ing with youth and accented her pre- 
sentation with a power point presen- 
tation. 

The outgoing president of CYC 
Michael Zaleschuk, presented the 
CYC Award of Excellence to the fol- 
lowing individuals: Sonja Bejzyk, 
Winnipeg; Roman Chez, Vernon, 
BC; Amelia Chucko, Vancouver; 
Rose Faryna, Edmonton; Dr. Harry 
Hohol, Edmonton Yvonne Ivanoch- 
ko, Toronto; Olga Stanko, Toronto; 
Rt. Rev. Mitred Archpriest Mero- 
slaw S. Kryschuk, Edmonton, Dobr. 


From Top: Winnipeg CYMK depict a Maidan scene during the concert (Photo — Al Kachkowski; Banquet 


head table applauds Julia Strychowsky, newly elected national CYMK president (standing)(Photo — Sylvia 


Boychuk). 


Nadia Kryschuk, Edmonton; Walter 
Manulak, Winnipeg; Doreen Ortyn- 
sky+, (1921 — 2004), Canora, SK; 
Audrey Sojonky, Vancouver; 
Dmytro (Michael) Spytkowsky, 
Grimsby, ON and Maria Zajcew 
Winnipeg. This award is given to 
people who have distinguished 
themselves in their service to CYC, 
the Church and the Ukrainian com- 
munity. 

On Sunday the Divine Liturgy 
was co-celebrated by Bishop Yuri 
and bishop elect Archpriest Michael 
Skrumeda and several other priests 
at Holy Trinity Ukrainian Orthodox 
Cathedral. The Convention’s con- 
cluding luncheon following the lit- 
urgy featured a slide presentation of 
highlight photos summarizing the 
Convention. 

Two new national leaders were 
elected during the Convention. 
Sonja Bejzyk of Winnipeg was 
elected national CYC president 


Calgary celebrates Ukraine’s indepen 


dence 


ms 


Calgary's Ukrainian community celebrated Ukraine’s Independence by raising the Ukrainian flag in front of 
City Hall. Approximately 50 people attended under unseasonably cold and rainy weather. Father Taras Krochak 
and Father Michael Pozdyk led the community with a special Moleben. Michael Ilnycky, President of the 
Calgary Branch of the Ukrainian Canadian Congress read a declaration from the Mayor of Calgary, Dave 
Bronconnier, who stated that August 24th would be known as Ukraine's Independence Day in Calgary. Com- 
menting on the weather and the special occasion, Ilnycky ended the ceremony by stating “I'd rather be here on 
August 24, rather than on a warm day on January 22" referring not only to the cold August weather, but a date 
which celebrated Ukraine’s short lived independence in 1918. 


while Julia Strychowsky of 
Hamilton is the new CYMK-UOY 
president. National presidents re- 
taining their positions are Zenovia 
Sakowsky, Edmonton, UWAC; Dr. 
Tony Harras, Regina, TYC; Jennie 
Ortynsky, Canora, SK, Museum and 
Andy ScreenCam, Hamilton, SUS 
Foundation. 

The USR League was formed in 
1927 by a group of Ukrainian intel- 
lectuals in Canada known as the 
narodowtsi. The League gravitated 
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toward affiliation with the Ukrainian 
Orthodox Church as the rest of the 
Ukrainian community established 
many new organizations. The Con- 
vention is currently held biennially 


"апа rotated through various centers 


between Ontario and British Colum- 
bia. The last time the Convention 
was hosted in Saskatoon was in 
1991. The next Convention will be 
held in Hamilton or Winnipeg in 
2007. Edmonton last hosted the 
Convention in 1997. 


CONTINENTAL 


INN 


16625 STONY PLAIN ROAD, EDMONTON, ALBERTA TSP 4A8 
TELEPHONE: 484-7751; FAX:484-9827 


For Banquets, Weddings, Parties please call 


434-7751 


Weddings & Banquets up to 400 people 
We specialize in Ukrainian Food 


Ukrainian Women's Organization 
invites young musicians 
to register with 


"CHAIKA" 


Folk, String and Wind Youth Orchestra 
beginning ifs 4th season 


Rehearsal and Registration: 
Saturday, October 1, 2005 
4:00 - 5:30 PM 
UNF Hall, 10629 - 98 St 


Bring your instruments and music stands, 
meet other young musicians 


The ability to read music 
and have 2 to 3 years experience is a 
requirement. 


To register in advance or obtain 
further information, phone 
Luba (780) 469-4890 
Ludvik (780) 662-2044; (780) 656-4064; 


«од 
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Domercant helps 
Bosnia-Herzegovina 
to win over Ukraine 


(FIBA)—Henry Domercant, the Turkish-based professional who re- 
cently received citizenship in Bosnia-Herzegovina and now plays for the 
national basketball team, led his team to an 87-74 triumph over Ukraine 
on Sept. 3 in the Torneo Comunidad Valenciana. 

Both Ukraine and Bosnia-Herzegovina are warming up for EuroBasket 
2005, which tips off in Serbia & Montenegro on Sept. 16, and Domercant 
will be a pivotal player for Mensur Bajramovic. 

A star with Turkish champions Efes Pilsen, Domercant was seven of 16 
from the field, including two of four from behind the arc, and finished 
with 19 points. 

Jasmin Hukic also had 15 points and Damir Mrsic 14 for the winners, 
while Ukraine got 18 points from center Serhiy Lishchuk. 

Los Angeles Lakers forward Stanislav Medvedenko played 20 minutes 
and had 15 points for the Ukrainians, who led 42-39 at half-time and 64- 
63 after three quarters before being outscored 24-10 over the final 10 min- 
utes. 


Pecherov realistic about Ukraine chances 


(EuroBasket 2005)—Ukrainian prodigy Olexsiy Pecherov is looking to 
NBA ace Stanislav Medvedenko to be his side’s guiding light at the up- 
coming EuroBasket in Serbia & Montenegro. 

Medvedenko has spent the last five seasons with the Los Angeles Lak- 
ers, averaging over 20 minutes per game when they reached the NBA 
finals against the Detroit Pistons in the 2003-04 season. 

And the 26-year-old forward is likely to need all of that experience if a 
youthful Ukraine side are to negotiate their way out of a group that in- 
cludes Italy, Germany and Russia at the EuroBasket. 

Teenager Pecheroy, a 2.10m centre, is one of Ukraine’s talented young- 
sters and he is hoping Medvedenko can help the team fulfil their potential. 

“Last year at the qualifying tournament our team was led by Serhiy 
Lischuk,” Pecherov said. 

“This year Stanislav Medvedenko can become a real leader. I think his 
experience should help him to lead us at difficult moments. 

“Also, Andriy Lebediev and Olexander Rayevsky are ready to be start- 
ers at least.” 

Of their three rivals in Group A, Pecherov believes each pose a major 
threat to Ukrainian dreams. 

He said: “All of the teams are good enough. Italy were silver medalists 
at Athens 2004, while Germany are led by Dirk Nowitzki. 

“And of course the Russian team now has three NBA players in Sergey 
Monya, Viktor Khryapa and Andrei Kirilenko.” 

With opponents such as that, the 19-year-old Pecherov admits it will be 
an achievement for Ukraine to get beyond the first round, something they 
failed to achieve in their previous attempts in 1997, 2001 and 2003. 

“This year our team is younger so if we qualify for the next round, it 
will be good for us,” Pecherov said. 


UKRAINIAN TV NETWORK 
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Watch us on the WEB ! 
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Ukraine realise 
World Cup dream 


By Soso Kotoreishvili 

(UEFA)—Ukraine have become the first European 
nation to join hosts Germany in the 2006 FIFA World 
Cup finals, even though a brilliant last-minute goal by 
Georgia’s Georgi Gakhokidze denied them victory. 

In a game played behind closed doors, Sept. 4 in 
Tbilisi due to incidents in Georgia’s home matches 
against Greece and Turkey, both sides had their share 
of chances. Ukraine knew a victory would give them a 
first major finals as an independent nation. But although 
that was denied, Denmark’s dramatic 2-2 draw against 
Turkey less than two hours later meant Ukraine were 
confirmed as Group 2 winners with two games to spare. 

Andriy Shevchenko first threatened Georgi Lomaia’s 
goal on five minutes, while Ukraine custodian Olexandr 
Shovkovskiy was called into action to deny a smart 
shot by Levan Kobiashvili another five minutes later. 
Blokhin’s men gradually increased their advantage, as 
on 17 minutes Anatoliy Tymoschuk unleashed a pow- 
erful shot from 25 metres, but Lomaia was on hand to 
parry it. A minute later Shevchenko was at it again, but 
the Georgian goalkeeper kept him out once more. 

Four minutes before the break Andriy Voronin re- 
ceived a long pass and raced one-on-one with Lomaia, 
but this time the custodian used his leg to deflect a 


goalbound shot. However, Ukraine still scored before 
half-time as Zurab Khizanishvili could only head a cross 
to Ruslan Rotan, who made no mistake from close 
range. 

The Georgians could have equalised on 57 minutes 
as Gakhokidze rolled the ball for Georgi Demetradze, 
who shot straight at the goalkeeper. Malkhaz Asatiani 
added further flair as he moved from midfield to at- 
tack, and his magnificent long-range lob soon after al- 
most had Shovkovskiy beaten, but the goalkeeper’s last- 
ditch save kept Ukraine on course for Germany. 

Rotan could have put the game out of Georgia’s reach 
on 81 minutes, but his point-blank range shot rattled 
the post. Georgia coach Gaioz Darsadze then introduced 
another striker in the shape of Mikheil Ashvetia, who 
was fouled in the vicinity of the penalty area. The free- 
kick was brilliantly executed by Gakhokidze, who 
curled the 25-metre effort right into the top corner. 

Ukraine thought they would still need to draw at 
home to Turkey on Sept. 7 to qualify, but Danish sub- 
stitute Sgren Larsen’s last-gasp goal in Istanbul changed 
all that. 


Team Ukraine returns home to warm welcome 


(Ukrainian Journal)—Ukraine’s national soccer team 
returned home to a warm welcome Sept. 4 after win- 
ning a place in next year’s World Cup finals. Some 
200 fans\waited at Kyiv’s Boryspil Airport and cheered 
for the tired but exhilarated players as they returned 
from their 1-1 tie with Georgia. 

Georgia\s late equalizer meant that Ukraine might 
have had to put off its World Cup ambitions for at least 
another game. But when Turkey failed to beat Den- 


mark, Ukraine automatically qualified, winning this 
nation of 48 million people its first-ever berth in a major 
championship. 

“There was a full salute, music, flowers — it took 
the team an hour to get through all the fans,” said 
Ukraine Football Federation spokesman Valeriy 
Nikonenko, according to The Associated Press. “This 
is historic for us. It is a big success, and demonstrates 
that our soccer is on the right path.” 


Timer winner upsets Ukraine 


(UEFA)—With Ukraine still celebrating their first 
FIFA World Cup qualification, Turkey gate-crashed the 
party, Sept. 8, to take three vital points in their bid for a 
play-off place from Group 2, Sept. 3 that ensured the 
visitors could not catch Ukraine, who drew in Georgia, 
at the top of the group. 

But Tiimer Metin’s first-half goal in Kyiv kept the 
visitors second in the pool, though Greece and Den- 
mark are still breathing down their necks following 


victories Sept. 8. 

A crowd of 75,000 were at the Olyimpiyskiy stadium 
to hail their Ukrainian heroes, whose coach Oleh 
Blokhin left out strikers Andriy Shevchenko and Serhiy 
Rebrov and dropped Andriy Husin to the bench with 
Vladislav Vaschuk starting. 

However, they went close early on, FC Shakhtar 
Donetsk midfield Anatoliy Tymoschuk’s free-kick beat- 
ing the wall but flying just past the post. 


PHOTO — ROMAN PETRIW 


EDSA’s SC Ukraine 


SC Ukraine fails to advance in first outdoor season 


(UkrNews)—Team Ukraine didn’t quite reach their 
goal of advancing to the next round of the Edmonton 
and District Soccer Association, but their coach is still 
pleased with the effort 

“Overall, the season was quite successful for us,” 
Mykhaylo Hotsaliuk told Ukrainian News. 

As this was this first season in the outdoor league, SC 
Ukraine was placed in the lowest division — 4A. 

They finished the season in second place with an 8- 
1-3 (won-tied-lost) record and 25 points, behind the 
Morinville Titans, who posted an 11-1-0 record for 34 
points. Morinville accounted for two of SC Ukraine’s 
losses during the season. 

Because of the 2nd place, SC Ukraine qualified for a 


promotional challenge that gave the team an opportu- 
nity to move up to higher Division. 

In this game they played Real Riverbed who also 
finished in 2nd place in Division 4B. 

“Their team was very young and fast, but we held on 
quite well and even taking advantage of their mistakes 
in defence by leading the score 3-1,” said Hotsaliuk. 

“Real never gave up and kept up the pressure on our 
defence. Eventually, their speed and determination 
overcame our defence and they scored 3 goals within 
20 minutes, winning with a score of 4-3. All of our 
players played well and gave their best. The team has 
high hopes for the indoor season,” he added. 
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Ukraine’s economy contracts | Ukraine may start sellin 


(Ukrainian Journal)—Ukraine’s economy contracted 
in August for the first time in six years marking a shock- 
ing reversal from the robust expansion last year and 
suggesting budget troubles may emerge within months. 

The economy shrunk 1.6% on the year in August, 
dashing the government’s hopes the economy would 
start picking up speed by the end of the year, a govern- 
ment source told Interfax-Ukraine Sept. 13. 

The catastrophic August performance further slowed 
down this year’s economic growth to 2.8% on the year 
in January-August, suggesting the economy may have 
been entering a recession, the source said. 

The figures, which were officially released on Sept. 
14, come shortly after the dismissal of Prime Minister 
Yulia Tymoshenko, whose populist policy had been 
blamed for the economic woes. 

“This has been a miserable year for the Ukrainian 
economy,” said Anders Aslund, a senior associate at 
the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace. 

Among the biggest policy lapses of the Tymoshenko 
government, analysts mention persistent drive for the 
re-privatization that had scared off many investors and 
slowed down capital investments in the economy. 

Other moves include rapid appreciating of the hryvnia 
against the U.S. dollar and an abrupt increase in trans- 


portation costs for metal companies that badly hurt the 
country’s exporters, the main engine of growth during 
the past six years. 

Both moves came as world market steel prices had 
fallen about 30% this year, the steepest decline in years, 
hitting hard Ukrainian steelmakers. 

Attempts to introduce price caps on gasoline had led 
to gas shortages in May, grounding thousands of ve- 
hicles throughout the country, forcing President Viktor 
Yushchenko to intervene and to remove the caps. 

“Despite Tymoshenko’s rosy forecast, the miracle 
didn’t happen,” a Kyiv-based economist said Sept. 13. 
“The policy appeared to be a fiasco.” 

The latest figures suggest the government may fail 
to meet an economic growth forecast of between 5% 
and 6% this year, which may lead to budget revenue 
collection shortfall, analysts said. 

Ukraine’s economy rose 12.1% on the year in 2004, 
boosted by strong steel exports, which accounts for a 
third of the country’s overall exports, the government 
has said. 


2006 budget increases reliance 
on development projects 


(Ukrainian Journal)—The Finance Ministry has 
amended Ukraine’s draft 2006 budget by significantly 
increasing spending on development projects that aim 
at boosting economic growth, acting Finance Minister 
Viktor Pynzenyk said Sept. 12. 

President Viktor Yushchenko, at a meeting with act- 
ing Prime Minister Yuriy Yekhanurov and Pynzenyk 
on Sept. 12, said the moves were steps in the right di- 
rection. 

The ministry will spend on development projects, 
aimed at stimulating economic growth, by 17.4% to 
25.6 billion hyrvnias in 2006, Pynzenyk said. 

The spending on consumption, including on social 
projects, will grow 9.8% to САНІОЇ.6 billion, 
Pynzenyk said. 

Yushchenko had been critical of the former govern- 
ment, led by Yulia Tymoshenko, for planning a largely 
populist budget to please voters ahead of the March 2006 
general election. He said this has been affecting busi- 
ness confidence and leading to economic slowdown. 


Yushchenko sacked Tymoshenko Sept. 8 and re- 
placed her with moderate Yekhanurov. He also urged 
the new government, which is to be formed by Sept. 
23-25, to run a pragmatic economic policy. 

“There were positive changes in the budget,” 
Yushchenko said at the meeting, according to his press 
service. “The [2006] budget will be based on deregu- 
lation of the economy and accelerating of investments.” 

The government is supposed to submit the draft 2006 
budget to Parliament before Sept. 15, and it must be 
approved before the end of November. 

The increased spending on development projects is 
expected to boost economic growth by 7% in 2006, up 
from expected 5% to 6% growth in 2005, according to 
officials. Consumer prices are expected to increase 
8.7% on the year in 2006, compared with expected 9.8% 
increase in 2005, the officials said. 

The Finance Ministry expects that the 2006 budget 
deficit will not exceed 2% of gross domestic product 
and will be covered through selling state assets. 


Nikopol Plant understated profit 
to minimize taxes, official says 


(Ukrainian Journal)—Real profits at Nikopol 
Ferroalloy Plant are probably much greater than have 
been previously reported as the company had massively 
used a scheme to minimize tax payments, a govern- 
ment official said Sept. 5. 

The government has been unsuccessfully trying to 
take over Nikopol, but its current owner, billionaire 
businessman Viktor Pinchuk, has been orchestrating a 
vigorous campaign to prevent the takeover. 

Serhiy Hryshchenko, a deputy industrial policy min- 
ister, said Nikopol for years had been using a scheme 
that had been downplaying its real production volumes, 
making the company’s books look worse to minimize 
taxes. 

A government team apparently found that Nikopol 
had been selling ferroalloys at below market price to a 
myriad of intermediaries that had been later reselling 
the commodity overseas at greater prices, making all 
the profits. 

Nikopol reported UAH2 bin in sales in 2004, while 


the booming ferroalloy market suggests market value 
of the company’s production should have been at UAH6 
bln, said Volodymyr Movchan, a member of the indus- 
trial policy committee in Parliament. 

Nikopol reported UAH90 mln in profits in 2004, up 
from about UAH40 mln in 2003, while the findings 
apparently suggest that the real profits may have been 
in billions of hryvnias. 

“Nikopol is a hugely profitable company,” Prime 
Minister Yulia Tymoshenko said recently, suggesting 
the government may raise up to $1 billion from selling 
the plant at an auction. She has been so far estimating 
the sale price at between 5300 mln and $400 min. 

The findings apparently explain why Pinchuk has 


‘been so vigorously defending Nikopol from the take- 


over. 

Pinchuk employed three his big television channels, 
while his bank had refused to transfer the stake to the 
government, in a campaign seeking to stop the take- 
over. 


New currency rules take effect for foreign investors 


(Ukrainian Journal)—A new set of rules promulgated 
by the National Bank of Ukraine recognizes the wide- 
spread use of direct foreign currency investment. 

The rules, which were approved Aug. 10 and went 
into effect Sept. 8, specify that monetary foreign in- 
vestment in Ukraine is made by foreign investors in 
foreign currency that, according to the Classifier of for- 
eign currencies and bank metals, is considered freely 
convertible, widely used for payments in international 
operations and sold at main forex markets of the world, 
and is also allowed to be invested in Ukraine (Group 1 
of the NBU Classifier). 

The foreign investor may transfer foreign currency 


from abroad directly to the resident’s current account; 
to open an investment account and transfer currency 
from abroad; to transfer from the investment account 
its currency to the resident’s current account; to sell 
foreign currency from the investment account and to 
register in the investment account the hryvnia assets 
received from sale of currency for further direct in- 
vestment; to transfer the hryvnia assets received as 
profit from investing in Ukraine from the investment 
account to the current account of the resident. 

Payments may only be made through accounts in au- 
thorized banks. 


State assets for dollars 


(Ukrainian Journal)—Ukraine may start selling state assets next year 
for U.S. dollars, reversing the current practice of selling the assets only 
for hryvnias, acting Finance Minister Viktor Pynzenyk said Sept. 12. 

The move is designed to help the National Bank of Ukraine, which has 
been scrambling over the past several years intervening on the foreign 
exchange markets to prevent the hryvnia’s appreciation. 

By selling the assets directly in dollars, the government would prevent 
an inflow of hard currency to domestic foreign exchange market, thus 
easing an upward pressure on the hryvnia. 

The changes will probably affect privatization of such assets as 
UkrTelekom, the national phone company, Nikopol Ferroalloy Plant, one 
of the world’s largest ferroalloy companies, Odesa ammonia producer and 
shipper, and others, officials have said. 

The policy switch is anticipated in a draft 2006 budget that was ap- 
proved by the government on Sept. 12 and is supposed to be submitted to 
Parliament. 

“Large hard currency inflows may trigger steep fluctuations of the ex- 
change rate,” Pynzenyk said, adding that by selling the assets in dollars 
the government would prevent the inflows: 

The hryvnia closed at 5.0 to the dollar on Sept. 12, unchanged for more 
than a week, after the central bank had purchased about $10 min at the 
end of the day, dealers said. 

The hryvnia has gained 5.8% against the U.S. dollar since the begin- 
ning of the year, mainly due to robust exports and investments in govern- 
ment bonds early this year. At the same time, the dollar itself has been 
weakening against many world currencies, exacerbating the trend. 

The government plans to raise 8.2 billion hryvnias from selling state 
assets in 2006, up from the UAH6.3 billion that is supposed to be raised 
this year, according to the draft budget. 

The government plans to sell its 93% stake in Kryvorizhstal, the country’s 
largest steel company, at a tender оп Oct. 24, for between $2 bln and $3 
bln, officials have said. The extra privatization revenue would be chan- 
neled into one-time investment projects, the officials said. 


Ukraine expects $5 B 
from reprivatization 


(RFE/RL)—Ukrainian Finance Minister Viktor Pinzenyk has said 
the reprivatization of dozens of enterprises suspected of being sold off 
under shady circumstances during former President Leonid Kuchma’s 
time in power might raise US$5 billion. 

Pinzenyk, speaking after a Sept. 12 cabinet meeting, said 74 businesses 
were to be auctioned, with the auction dates for 54 of the enterprises al- 
ready set. 

He said the reprivatizations should cover the projected 2006 budget 
deficit of $1.6 billion and this year’s remaining deficit of $1.2 billion. 

More than 20,000 enterprises were illegally appropriated in Ukraine 
under Kuchma according to the State Property Fund, which is conducting 
an inventory and looking into allegations of widespread irregularities. 


U.S. lifts trade sanctions 


(RFE/RL)— U.S. Trade Representative Rob Portman on Aug. 31 an- 
nounced the lifting of punitive 100 percent tariffs that had been imposed 
since 2002 on $75 million worth of Ukrainian exports to the United States 
in connection with Ukraine’s unsatisfactory protection of intellectual prop- 
erty rights, primarily regarding the production and distribution of com- 
pact discs (CDs), AP reported. 

In July, Ukraine’s Verkhovna Rada introduced amendments to the 
country’s law on CDs, which went into effect a month later and contrib- 
uted to the lifting of U.S. sanctions. 

«І commend Ukrainian President [Viktor] Yushchenko and Prime Min- 
ister [Yuliya] Tymoshenko for their personal involvement in securing pas- 
sage of these amendments, which is expected to improve Ukraine’s pro- 
tection of intellectual property rights,” Portman said. 
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October 2, 2005 at 2:30 pm — Calgary, Alberta: Jubilee Auditorium 
Tickets Available at Ticketmaster Outlets or Call: (403) 777-0000 + www.ticketmaster.ca 


October 7, 2005 at 7:30 pm — Cranbrook, British Columbia: Key City Theatre 
Tickets Available at Tickets Central Outlets or Call: (250) 426-LIVE 


October 8, 2005 at 8 pm — Spokane, Washington: Metropolitan Performing Arts Center 
Tickets Available at the Met Box Office or Call: (509) 325-7328 or 1-800-325-7328 " www.ticketswest.com 


October 9, 2005 at 7:30 pm — Great Falls, Montana: Mansfield Theater 
Tickets Available at the Mansfield Box Office in the Great Falls Civic Convention Center or Call: (406) 455-8514 + http://ticketing.ci.great-falls.mt.us 


November 11, 2005 at 8 pm — Suney, British Columbia: Bell Performing Arts Centre 
Tickets Available at the Bell Performing Arts Centre: (604) 507-6355 


November 12, 2005 at 8 pm — Victoria, British Columbia: Royal Theatre 
Tickets Available at the McPherson Box Office: (250) 386-6121 or 1-888-717-6121 


November 13, 2005 at 2 pm — Nanaimo, British Columbia: Port Theatre 
Tickets Available at the Port Theatre Ticket Centre: (250) 754-8550 


January 20 & 21, 2006 at 8 pm — Edmonton, Alberta: Jubilee Auditorium 
Tickets Available at Ticketmaster Outlets or Call: (780) 451-8000 + www.ticketmaster.ca 
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Presemed by the Cheremosh Ukrainian Dance Company - Artistic Director Mykola Kanevets " www.cheremosh.ca Й + 4 


